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Key points

The NZ-US Ceouncil has invited former US President Barack Chama to visit
New Zealand cn 20-23 March. Mr Obama has accepied the invitation and his
speakers’ bureau that manages his commercial interest is coniracting with the
Ceuncil.
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Mr Obama’s programme is likely to focus on innovative youth leadershir
Pssifika
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initistives in New Zealand, with an emphasis on vulnerable Maori and

positive state of New Zealand's broader relationship with i
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tiicials recommend that Mr Obama’s program
from the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Mini

The Council has obtained corporate s
New Zealand, Westpac and Master
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Ceremonial Office anticipates that this visit will
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Recommendations

itis recommended that you:

i Kote that Mir Obama will visit New Zealand from 20-23 March, Yes /N
before travelling to Australia for a one day programme.

2 Agree that limiled Guest of Government status is granted for M /N
Obama's visit, allowing for assistance with ground ftransport.an
logistics, security, and interactions with the Prime Minist :
Ministers.
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Report

1. Former US President Obama plans to visit New Zealand, 20-23 March. The visit
is a private initiative led by NZ-US Council Chair Leon Grice — formerly Consul
General in Los Angeles and currently an MFAT employee. The NZ-US Council
is contracting with Mr Obama's speakers’ bureau to support a paid speech in
Auckland, and separately working with his private office to build a policy
programme for the period he is in New Zealand.

2. The former President will focus on innovative youth leadershi
New Zealand, with an emphasis on vuinerable Maori and Pagif
It is proposed that he will meet with the Maori women’s
engage with the Southern Initiative — a success

leadership and community development progra X
— a highly successful decile one primary sc m)zg
i is

related activities in Northland. The N&
Northland programme.

3. Given that this is a privale visg‘\an r Ob % office, it would be
inappropriate for Minisie have~0ffici X%%Q\Xgovemment meetings
with him. However,@ be com 7%@}0 riate for the Prime Minister
and Deputy Pri i 6 wel DFmer President and meet with him

at Govern ih Au rﬁg i; 2 NZ-US Council are also interested in
i i@ Q ngi Treaty Grounds, perhaps hosted by
\giers.

exploring-a
Mr Obama usually meets with

His Administration
energetically continued the process of relationship strengthening with
New Zealand that began in 2007. As such, the visit will provide an occasion for
reflection on the positive state of New Zealand’'s broader relationship with the
United States — of our shared democratic values and heritage, vibrant economic
relationship, and long history of cooperation.

6. The former President's presence in New Zealand will help to profile and
encourage various youth initiatives, which will be able to leverage the occasion
to attract support from the commercial sector. It would also be a good

opportunity to announce a New Zealand funding increase to the Fulbright
New Zealand programme.

7.  Commercial sponsorship and a paid speech at Viaduct Evenis Centre will cover
most of the cost of the visit, notably air travel and accommeodation. However,
the security requirements will be significant and draw heavily on New Zealand
Police. US Secret Service agents will also accompany the former President.
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Given the security requirement and Mr Obama’s status, limited Guest of
Government status is appropriate. This would also allow for the Visits and
Ceremonial Office to coordinate logistics and ground transportation.
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