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4 : CORRECTIONS

ARA POUTAMA AOTEAROA

23 May 2017 C85225

Ti Lamusse
fyi-request-5572-07f8e169@requests.fyi.org.nz

Dear Ti Lamusse

Thank you for your email of 23 April 2017, requesting information about the
Department’s Suicide Prevention Framework. Your request has been
considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA).

Your request is in response to previous information provided by the
Department, related to the Suicide Prevention Strategy referenced in our
Statement of Intent 2012-2015. You previously requested a copy of the
Department’s Suicide Prevention Strategy. As you will be aware, the
Department declined that request under section 18(e) of the OIA as the
document alleged to contain the information requested does not exist.

Your additional questions related to suicide prevention, and the Department’s
responses to these, have been included below.

. ‘Was a suicide prevention strategy produced, as was indicated in the
Department’s Statement of Intent 2012-2015?°

Corrections’ Statements of Intent (now known as Strategic Intentions) are
documents that inform Parliament and the New Zealand public of the
Department’s future goals and priorities and how we intend to meet these.
These are subject to change as priorities evolve and unforeseen events affect
our ongoing operations.

When our Statement of Intent 2012-2015 was produced, we intended to create
an independent Suicide Prevention Strategy. This plan was later superseded by
the Government’s overarching Suicide Prevention Strategy. Once Corrections
became involved in the creation of this collaborative strategy, it was no longer
considered necessary to continue with our own.

In early 2013, in order to affect immediate change in how we approach suicide
prevention within the Corrections environment, we created our Suicide
Prevention Framework. This document applied the principles set out in the
Government’s strategy and empowered the Department to make actionable
decisions as to how we improve suicide prevention for prisoners and
community-based offenders.
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. ‘In your response, you state that Corrections “implemented a framework
with the purpose of reducing rates of suicidal behavior by offenders”.
Please release any document(s) outlining this framework.’

. ‘If such a document(s) does not exist, please outline the elements of the
framework.’

Please see the Department of Corrections’ Suicide Prevention Framework,
attached to this response.

| trust the information provided is of assistance. Should you have any concerns
with this response, | would encourage you to raise these with the Department.
Alternatively you are advised of your right to also raise any concerns with the
Office of the Ombudsman. Contact details are: Office of the Ombudsman, PO
Box 10152, Wellington 6143.

Yours sincerely
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Jo Field

Deputy Chief Executive
Service Development
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