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From: 52((9)()

Sent: Friday, 22 May 2026 2:24 pm
To: ....APPLETON, Michael (Inet) <Michael. Appleton@parliament.govt.nz>; .. 2@



Cc: 2@ MEDIA <media@mfat.govt.nz>;
s9(2)(g)(ii)

Subject: RE: Summons of Israeli Ambassador [SEC=RESTRICTED]
Background

All three New Zealanders were deported from Israel to Turkiye overnight.

Sumud flotilla organisers were present on arrivaliin Istanbul. They coordinated medical
checks and treatment, legal briefings, and transport to pre-arranged acecommodation.
New Zealand consular officials were not at the airport, consistent withjthe position that
only standard consular assistance would be provided. Consularofficials have been in
contact with the New Zealanders and their families. The New.Zealanders have raised
allegations of harsh mistreatment, and disappointment we could not offer more than our

standard consular services. Family members have expressed gratitude for our updates.
$9(2)(a)

The Minister of Foreign Affairs’ statementyesterday has received factual coverage in both
Israeli and Turkish media:
o Sumud Filosu ilk amacifa ulasti! Soykirima sessiz kalan iilkelerden israil'e
tepkiyagdi - Hirrivet.Son Dakika Guncel Haberler
o YeniZelanda israil buyiikelcisini Disisleri Bakanugina cagirdi - Haber 7 DUNYA
o0 New Zealand'summons Israeli ambassador over Ben Gvir's treatment of Gaza
flotill NS | The Ti ] !
O NNNIPNWKRIA NI A 7w N79wNN NIWO: "Ny Nninn nxn"
o Thediplomatic crisis following Ben Gvir's video deepens | N12

We continude to receive emails relating to the flotilla, although the volume had dropped.

WUnless there are further significant developments, we will not report further on the
consular situation.

Media lines

The three New Zealanders have now been deported from Israel. Consular supportis
available to the New Zealanders if needed. We are in contact with their family members.
New Zealand was very clear that we expected Israel to adhere to its international legal
obligations. This included its treatment of the three New Zealanders participating in the
flotilla.



New Zealand has a long-standing ‘do not travel’ advisory in place for Gaza. The advisory
explicitly warns New Zealanders against any attempt to enter Gaza by sea in breach of
Israeli Navy restrictions, including participation in flotillas to deliver aid.

Nga mihi

s9(2)(g)(ii)
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195 Lambton Quay, Private Bag 18901, Wellington 5045, New Zealand
www.mfat.govt.nz | www.safetravel.govt.nz

Check our TRAVEL ADVICE, REGISTER yeundetails, take out TRAVEL INSURANCE whenever you TRAVEL
OVERSEAS.
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