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4. Does NZ Police require that any enforcement threshold must account for the
known measurement error of radar and camera devices (typically ±2–3 km/h)?

Police does not apply an operational tolerance or threshold in response to measurement 
uncertainty. 

All speed detection devices used by Police are calibrated annually and issued with 
Certificates of Accuracy. Measurement uncertainty is calculated by the Measurement 
Standards Laboratory of New Zealand and recorded as part of the calibration process. 
This reflects scientific calibration requirements and does not result in any operational 
allowance when enforcing speed limits. 

Police policy requires that infringement notices reflect the speed recorded by the device 
at the time of detection. 

5. Please provide all documents, memos, or emails since 2020 discussing
speed-enforcement tolerances or thresholds.

The following documents have been identified and are provided with this response: 
• National Road Policing Centre Evidence Review – Speed (2020)
• Audit Trail - Speed Enforcement Chapter – An internal documentation relating to

the policy change, including the audit trail for removal of the threshold provision:
• Pānui to staff advising of the policy change
• Speed Camera Activation Levels Memo – 2020
• Appendix A – Speed Memo 2020

These documents outline the research, rationale, and decision-making process informing 
Police’s current approach to speed enforcement. 

The Speed Camera Activation Levels memo addresses technical trigger points for image 
capture and notes that some motorists had interpreted earlier settings as an informal 
tolerance. This document remained in draft form and was not finalised or implemented as 
policy. 

Reasonable searches were conducted for documents within scope of your request. No 
additional relevant information was identified. 

Police removed the “speed threshold” guidance in May 2021 following internal 
consultation and consideration of research on speed and crash risk. This change was 
intended to reinforce that the posted speed limit is the maximum legal speed and to 
remove ambiguity that may have contributed to public misunderstanding. 

The change did not alter officers’ ability to exercise discretion based on individual 
circumstances. 

If you are not satisfied with the way I have responded to your request, you have the right 
under section 28(3) of the OIA to ask the Ombudsman to review my decisions. 
Information on how to do this is available online at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 

Yours sincerely 

Superintendent Steve Greally 
Director: Road Policing 
New Zealand Police 

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/


















































































































































































NEW Speed Enforcement Policy- Police Instructions 
 
Date:   09 April 2021 
Category:   
Bully Title:  NEW Speed Enforcement Policy- Police Instructions 
 
Today, a new version of the Speed Enforcement Policy is available for you to read under 
Police Instructions. This Speed Enforcement Policy has seen significant change from the 
older version which staff will be required to familiarise themselves with.  
 
A overview of the key changes can be found below:  
 

• A new ‘Speed Enforcement Levels’ section 
o Replaces previous ‘Speed tolerance thresholds’ section 
o Outlines officer enforcement discretion and provides some considerations 

for safe speeds and safe roads 
o Adds a ‘Safe speed camera detection levels’ sections which provides 

information with how detection levels are set, and who they are managed 
by.  

o Minor amendments to ‘school zones’ section 
• A new ‘Speed Limit Changes’ section 

o Outlines information regarding the setting of speed limits, particularly 
where delegated responsibility falls (with RCAs or Waka Kotahi on state 
highways).  

o Outlines the role of Police is supporting the implementation of safe speed 
limits.  

o Outlines the approach that Police should use as guidance where speed 
limits are changed. 

o Provides guidance for how communications should be prepared and 
developed where there are significant speed limit changes. 

• Amendments to the ‘Speed Enforcement by Officers’ section 
• Amendments to ‘Static Safe Speed Camera Enforcement’ section 
• Amendments to ‘Safe Speed Camera Site Selection and Deployment’ section 
• Amendments to ‘Safe Speed Camera Deployment Data and Images’ section  

 
 
Please ensure that you and your team take the time to read the new changes and 
understand how this may affect you.  
 
If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch with Brittany 
Young (BYMM74), Senior Road Policing Advisor.  
 
 
Jason Eady 
Manager: Operational Support  
National Road Policing Centre 
  














