From: Pete Barnao

Sent: Thursday, 16 October 2025 10:47 am

To: Aroha Beck: john gillespie; Karyn Fenton-Ellis: Susie Stale
| Stacey Wood

Subject: Weekly update

Section 9(2)(g)(i) - free and frank

The Platform vs The Broadcasting Standards Authority

The Platform 15/10/25

Sean Plunket comments re: The Platform vs the Broadcasting Standards Authority. Asserts the BSA
has no jurisdiction over The Platform. Says woke bureaucrats are trying to shut down free speech and
expand regulatory reach without reference to parliament, whose job it is to decide who is covered.

Broadcasting Standards Authority expands jurisdiction to online radio

Mike Hosking Breakfast (audio) 16/10/25

The Broadcasting Standards Authority (BSA) has issued a provisional decision claiming jurisdiction
over a complaint about an online radio show. Mike Hosking discusses the decision with BSA chief
executive Stacey Wood.

Broadcasting Standards Authority v The Platform - businessman Troy Bowker says he will help fund
legal action to support Sean Plunket

NZ Herald 16/10/25

A high-profile businessman and media firm shareholder says he will help fund legal action to fight the
Broadcasting Standards Authority’s attempt to haul an online audio platform into its jurisdiction.
Andthe BSA also appears to have bought itself a political fight, with coalition Government parties NZ
Firstand Act criticising its plans to adjudicate a complaint about Sean Plunket’s The Platform...BSA
chief executive Stacey Wood said the BSA’s jurisdiction had always been determined by the
Broadcasting Act. “We have no intention of acting outside the act - our view is that online
broadcasting that resembles a traditional TV or radio station falls within our existing jurisdiction.”

Winston Peters accuses broadcasting watchdog of ‘Soviet era stasi’ censorship

Stuff 15/10/25

Winston Peters has accused the broadcasting watchdog of “Soviet era stasi” censorship after it
revealed it was looking to widen its remit to include online media networks. The Broadcasting
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Standards Authority (BSA) currently only considers complaints about programmes on TV and radio,
as well as with online and on-demand content that’s previously been broadcast. “Why does the
Broadcasting Standards Authority think they can make up their own rules in secret meetings to act
like some Soviet era stasi,” Peters said in a social media post...BSA chief executive Stacey Wood,
while not commenting on the specifics of the draft decision, told The Post it was acting within the
bounds of the Broadcasting Act in considering the complaint...“The best and clearest solution lies in
legislative reform of media regulation, which we’ve called for for over 15 years.”

BSA defends approaching The Platform after complaint over Plunket’s ‘mumbo jumbo’ comment
Chris Lynch Media 15/10/25

The Broadcasting Standards Authority has defended its decision to engage with online broadcaster
The Platform after receiving a complaint about comments made by Sean Plunket referring to tikanga
Maori as “mumbo jumbo.”...The BSA issued a provisional interlocutory decision confirming it would
proceed with the complaint, the first time it has accepted jurisdiction over an online-only
broadcaster. The Authority said it considered The Platform’s livestreamed talkback programme to fall
within the Broadcasting Act’s definition of “broadcasting.”

Government allows advertising to be broadcast on Christmas, Sundays

RNZ 15/10/25

The government says scrapping advertising restrictions for broadcasters on Sundays and some
public holidays could generate a multimillion-dollar annual boost for the industry. Media and
Communications Minister Paul Goldsmith said new legislation passed its third reading in Parliament
on Tuesday...Goldsmith said the move would make the media sector more competitive. The
restrictions had become "increasingly redundant" as more audiences turned to streaming platforms
such as YouTube, Goldsmith said.

Revealed: Surge in complaints upheld by TVNZ,CEQ's bonus for cost targets; Pizza, cannabis don't
mix —ad watchdog

NZ Herald 10/10/25

TVNZ’s annual report reveals a surge in upheld content complaints, multimillion-dollar redundancy
costs and the CEO’s bonus on the back of a financial turnaround. Meanwhile, a top screen industry
chief executive has resigned, and Hell Pizza finds distasteful a watchdog decision about one of its
Doobious pizza ads.

TVNCZ trial: Judge probes.media's duty to run fair responses

Newsroom 14/10/25

Ajournalism leader.is broadly backing TVNZ for its practices in investigating food processor Talley’s
over safety issues— and has faced precise questions from the trial judge over fairness and
responsible reporting...Justice Jagose noted the Broadcasting Standards Authority had said that for
controversialissues, media needed to present disputed views and Ellis replied Talley’s had clearly
done so.

Journalist ejected from Human Rights Review Tribunal hearing under ‘contempt of court’ claim

NZ Herald 12/10/25

An experienced journalistis barred from a tribunal hearing into a long-running dispute involving
Wellington’s Pride festival organisers and a lesbian group. Other media have been allowed to cover
the case. What’s going on?... The Justice Ministry referred the Herald to the Courts of NZ website,
which contains the definition of ‘accredited media’: “To meet the CPA 2011 definition of a ‘member
of the media’, your media organisation must be subject to a code of ethics and the complaints
procedure of the Broadcasting Standards Authority or the Media Council.”
























Kia pai te ra | Have a great day

Pete Barnao (he/him)
Communications and Engagement Lead

Please note I am with the BSA Mon-Thurs each week
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From: Pete Barnao

Sent: Monday, 20 October 2025 5:04 pm

To: Aroha Beck: john gillespie; Karyn Fenton-Ellis: Susie Stale
| Stacey Wood

Subject: Update
Section 9(2)(9)(i) - free and frank

Sean Plunket calls for BSA to be disbanded

TNews 16/10/25

The Broadcasting Standards Authority (BSA) says a listener's complaint about The Platform host
Sean Plunket is the first that clearly meets the requirements of the Broadcasting Act. Plunket is
dismissing the complaint, saying his onlineplatform does not fall within its jurisdiction. He said the
BSA had "woefully and egregiously overstepped its bounds" and was calling for the regulator to be
"disbanded". The authority is defending the decision, saying "everybody wants to have a reaction, but
it seems like nobody wants to.read the Act”, and it has long held the position that online broadcasts
are included within its remit.

What is broadcasting~.and who decides?

RNZ Mediawatch 19/10/25

Includes a detailed outline of BSA position and strong resulting public reactions. Opposing legal
views by retired judge David Harvey and barrister Steven Price are presented. The Government’s
February reform discussion document is outlined, with a comment from the Minister that no final
decisions have been made. Goldsmith acknowledges BSA’s move may end up in court, “I'm happy to
let that flow through the system and see how it goes"..."l| don't think free speech in New Zealand is
going to collapse if we address change in the nature of how the media operates then consider what
theimpactis on the BSA". Labour broadcasting spokesperson Reuben Davidson says the government
has been too slow with reform. If he becomes minister, would he be happy for the BSA to oversee
online platforms like Reality Check Radio and The Platform? "l think as an interim step... but it makes
it clear how important itis that we get effective and updated legislation in place to allow for a
regulator to be across the increasing content that is sitting in those online spaces”.

Is the BSA going too far — or just doing its job? [selectively paywalled, may not open]
The Post 16/10/25
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A former District Court judge and media law expert says the Broadcasting Standards Authority would
be wrong to assert its jurisdiction over internet media networks and should be stopped by the
Government. The BSA has been accused of overreach but says its proposed decision wouldn’t set a
precedent. It’s clear the issue won’t go away anytime soon.

Sean Plunket pushes back as BSA claims jurisdiction over online comment

Newstalk ZB 16/10/25

Broadcaster Sean Plunket isn't going down without a fight, as our broadcasting watchdog claims
jurisdiction over his online-only company The Platform. Interview with Heather du Plessis Allan.

Former Judge David Harvey And Media Lawyer Steven Price Debate The BSA vs The Platform

The Platform 20/10/25

Live debate: Sean Plunket talks to former judge David Harvey and media lawyer Steven Price about
the Broadcasting Standards Authority vs The Platform.

ACT considers bill to abolish Broadcasting Standards Authority [selectively paywalled, may not
open]

The Post 17/10/25

The ACT Party is considering a private member's bill that would see the Broadcasting Standards
Authority (BSA) abolished. At this point, no bill has been drafted and there’s no guarantee it would be
drawn from Parliament’s biscuit tin in this term. However, the party’s public service spokesperson,
Todd Stephenson, has urged Broadcasting Minister Paul Goldsmith to consider intervening earlier.

Media Insider: [including...] BSA goes rogue —is it a deliberate strategy?

NZ Herald 17/10/25

Opinion - There is no doubt that media regulation needs to be tidied up — social media is a wild west,
and there are inconsistencies across the industry.more generally. But there’s a right way and a wrong
way to sort the mess out. On the face of it, the BSA has elected the wrong way — but it might also be a
deliberate strategy to force the Government’s-hand on legislative changes.

'‘Self-serving' and 'naive': why the Breadcasting Standards Authority has no jurisdiction over the
internet

David Harvey blog (also publishedin Law News) 16/10/25

For many years it has been accepted that Internet based “radio” platforms like The Platform and
Reality Check Radio have notbeen subject to the jurisdiction of the Broadcasting Standards
Authority. The BSA has challenged that accepted understanding. There are problems with the
approach the BSA has adopted. First, the optics are not good. If the BSA upholds its “provisional”
opinion the clear picture is that the BSA pre-determined the matter. Secondly the BSA suggests it is
looking at broadcasting from a purposive perspective. Butitignores a considerable contrary position
that it has no‘jurisdiction over Internet “radio”.

The Broadcasting Standards Authority is right

Media Law Journal (Steven Price blog) 16/10/25

The'BSA has agreed to consider a complaint against internet-based radio station The
Platform...Plunket says the BSA might “take and investigate complaints on anyone who puts anything
on the internet.” Bollocks. The BSAis just doing its job. The Broadcasting Act regulates broadcasters.
The definition of broadcaster seems clearly to include an internet-based station that livestreams to a
large audience. It does not include podcasters that require downloads. It doesn’t include videos
posted on YouTube for download. It doesn’tinclude anyone on the internet who’s not livestreaming
to a public audience.



Broadcasting Standards Must Protect All New Zealanders — Regardless Of Platform

Rights Aotearoa media release 16/10/25

Rights Aotearoa commends BSA for closing regulatory loophole. Rights Aotearoa today welcomed the
Broadcasting Standards Authority's decision to apply broadcasting standards to internet-based
broadcasters, calling it an overdue step toward ensuring all New Zealanders are protected from
harmful broadcast content regardless of transmission method.

Mumbo-schmumbo from the BSA

The Daily Blog 20/10/25

The letter to The Platform from the Broadcasting Standards Authority resembles an April Fools gag:
The blatant breach of natural justice in trying to hold someone to account who could not possibly
have known they were within that jurisdiction, is itself mumbo jumbo...ltis, in short, the judicial
version of the ethics and standards that Sean Plunket’s live show seems to be running on...Is this
about standards to protect NZ from harm, or their own bureaucratic survival?

UK: BBC sanctioned over Gaza documentary for 'serious' broadcasting breach

ITVX17/10/25

The BBC has been found to have committed a “serious breach” of broadcasting rules after failing to
disclose that the narrator of a documentary on Gaza was the son of a Hamas official, UK watchdog
Ofcom has ruled.

Chinese broadcaster failed to pay Ofcom £300,000 for rule breaches, court told

PA media 17/10/25

A Chinese broadcaster has failed to pay Ofcom £300,000 in fines years after being found to have
committed “serious and repeated” breaches of broadcasting rules, the High Court has been told.
Star China Media Limited (SCML) previously ran an English-language news channel named China
Global Television Network (CGTN), formerly knownas CCTV News, but was stripped of its licence in
February 2021. Ofcom found that SCML did not have “editorial responsibility” for CGTN’s news
service, which was instead “controlled by a'body which is ultimately controlled by the Chinese
Communist Party”.
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From: Pete Barnao

Sent: Thursday, 23 October 2025 11:46 am

To: Aroha Beck: john gillespie; Karyn Fenton-Ellis: Susie Stale
| Stacey Wood

Subject: Weekly update

Minister hints at online radio stations being subject to broadcasting laws

Stuff 21/10/25

Online radio stations and TV news shows could soon be regulated in the same way as terrestrial
broadcasters currently are. Media and Communications Minister Paul Goldsmith said the likes of The
Platform, Reality Check Radio, and Herald Now are currently not covered by the Broadcasting
Standards Authority (BSA), even though some competitors are. “It’s not obvious to me why one
group of people who are broadcasting in a very similar way should be subject to the BSA and another
group shouldn’t be,” he said.

Minister comments: “two options” over BSA and regulation of enline broadcasters

Newstalk ZB Mike Hosking Breakfast 22/10/25 [Audio — Comments from 2:54]

In an interview about changes to foreshore and seabed laws, Minister Goldsmith is asked about
online broadcasters. He notes BSA has asserted jurisdiction “into internet providers who are doing a
thing similar to radio”. Says there’s a much broader discussion to be had. It no longer makes sense
why one group would be regulated and others wouldn’t...eg political podcasts vs radio...We already
have a process reviewing that. There’s two basic options — you could extend the reach of the BSA to
covering all things that look similar. Or you could just get rid of it entirely, and say the world’s moved
on...Thatis one of the options and we’re working through this and giving it careful thought. It’s an
outdated Act. No one’s got around to dealing with it, and we are going to deal with it.

The BSA vs The Platform will be a generationally important battle

The Spinoff 21/10/25 (Including podcast episode)

The Broadcasting Standards Authority’s decision to claim jurisdiction over the internet forces us to
pick one of two wildlydifferent directions, writes Duncan Greive...With this one move, the BSA has
forced the government to come right out and say what has been clear for decades now: that the
internetis a wild west, where anything goes...TVNZ told The Spinoff it favours a self-regulatory regime.
It also thinks “all media should be subject to the same standards”. There are only two ways to
achieve that. One would be a new Ofcom-style super regulator, the kind the DIA was leaning towards
but has been explicitly ruled out. The other is by ending our current regulatory regime entirely.

In The Spinoff’s podcast episode Duncan Greive discusses the issue with former WBD boss Glen
Kyne. Greive says the BSA’s action is a “bold and principled thing to do”, taking what’s potentially an
existential risk by bringing into focus the obsolescence of existing legislation in the internet era. Kyne
talks about the resources media organisations need to devote to standards compliance, and the
need for a level playing field.

Just what is broadcasting?
Otago Daily Times 21/10/25




Editorial - What makes this dispute so messy is that The Platform, unlike — arguably — most other
organisations recognised as broadcasters, is an undeniable and unapologetic vehicle for its host’s
political and social views. Any attempt to stymie or circumscribe Plunket’s ability to say whatever he
likes runs the risk of looking partisan...Plunket has an argument that he should not have had to be
cognisant of the BSA broadcast guidelines while streaming on The Platform, given he was unaware
that he was subject to them. But, equally, a void remains for some arbiter of appropriate and
responsible behaviour by disseminators of opinion and information on the internet, as there is on
radio, television and print media. It is long past time that the government should have considered
this.

BSA’s mission creep could prove to be its nemesis

Knightly Views (Gavin Ellis blog) 21/10/25

The New Zealand Broadcasting Standards Authority may be about to learn that missioncreep never
ends well. Its provisional decision to claim jurisdiction over Sean Plunket’s online entity The Platform
has far-reaching implications...By my reading, the BSA has ignored a strong precedent (of its own
making) that runs counter to its latest decision, and it dates from within the digital.age...The senior
member of the current administration has shown almost no interest in meaningful reform of a media
sector facing enormous challenges. A dismissive reaction to their concerns over mission creep may
see New Zealand First and ACT telling National to up its game.

The battle for the Broadcasting Standards Authority

Law News 22/10/25 (Republished from The Conversation)

The BSA standards are not randomly imposed by an “Orwellian” bureaucracy. They reflect
professional industry practices, community values and the public interest. Regulatory measures that
uphold fundamental standards such as balance, accuracy and fairness do not undermine
democracy and freedom of expression, but underpin it. One might disagree with the BSA’s decisions,
but such standards should not be discarded lightly... The BSA may not be perfect, but the principle
that media operators should be held accountable — not to government, but to the public interest —is
sound.

More than 2000 Kiwis urge Minister to stop=BSA power grab’ over online media

Chris Lynch Media 20/10/25

More than 2,000 New Zealanders'have written to Media and Communications Minister Paul
Goldsmith urging him to stop the Broadcasting Standards Authority from expanding its powers to
regulate online media, the Free'Speech Union says. The growing backlash follows the BSA’s
provisional decision asserting it has jurisdiction over The Platform, despite the outlet operating
online.

Technology is leaving the law's ability to police media rules in its dust

The Press 21/10/25

OPINION: The Broadcasting Standards Authority (BSA) has surely bitten off more than it can chew
by trying to broaden its remit. With so much media content shifting to newer platforms, far beyond
terrestrial and satellite television bands and AM/FM radio frequencies, the BSA is in a battle for its
survival. Its authority is steadily diminishing, and this taxpayer-funded entity is facing an existential
struggle to remain relevant. But to try and argue that it has jurisdiction over digital-only content such
as Sean Plunket’s The Platform is absolute over-reach.

Should we regulate all kinds of broadcasting — or nothing at all?

The Spinoff 22/10/25

As Sean Plunket and his backers vow to fight the BSA, calls are growing to either build a super-
regulator for the online age or abolish the agency entirely, writes Catherine McGregor in today’s



extract from The Bulletin. The government appears poised to revisit long-shelved reforms to media
regulation as a political storm gathers around the Broadcasting Standards Authority.

National risks losing support over the BSA empire grab

Kiwiblog 21/10/25

Trustin legacy media keeps dropping. Those on the centre right especially think they do not get a fair
go from legacy media... The Platform, Chris Lynch, RCR etc have found a niche where issues that are
taboo for other media can get reported on and discussed. And now we have a government quango,
with the apparent support of the Minister, doing their best to destroy them...This is (in my opinion)
part of why National is losing support to other parties on the centre right. They simply don’t seem to
care.

Sean Plunket, the Boomer trying to play in the dirt with the Slop Tubers

Big Hairy Network 21/10/25

Sean Plunket's BSA meltdown continues over the weekend as he says he's not a broadcaster, while
claiming he is one in his bios, claims The Platform is not a radio station while claiming it does 'talk
radio' and we'll also cover off Plunket's remarkable hypocrisy of attending to inundate BHN with BSA
complaint by setting his flying monkeys on us.

UK: Ofcom updates guidance around politicians presenting news

Ofcom media release 20/10/25

Ofcom has issued new guidance to broadcasters about politicians presenting news, following
consultation. The guidance reflects the modern news landscape and sets guardrails for broadcasters
who use politicians as presenters in programmes that include news. Specifically, our revised
guidance explains the interaction between our due accuracy and due impartiality in news rule (5.1
under the Broadcasting Code), and the rule which prevents politicians from presenting news
programmes (5.3). It also updates the definition of “politician’ to provide greater clarity.

International: Artificial Intelligence not reliable iews source, European media study says

RNZ 22/10/25

Artificial intelligence assistants, such as ChatGPT, make errors about half the time, when asked
about news events, according to a vast study by European public broadcasters. The mistakes include
confusing news with parody, getting dates wrong or simply inventing events...Three of the four widely-
used platforms looked at wrongly named the reigning Pope.










Hi[J

So, how was your morning?

To guote the Broadcasting Standards Authority’s head Stacey Wood, mine‘was “Atad
hysterical®.

| woke up to learn that I'm not only the Chief Executive of New Zealand’s most effective
civil liberties organisation, but apparently also a media.mogul. Aregular Rupert

Murdoch... minus his pay check!

According to the BSA website, the NZ Free Speech Union was classed as a
broadcaster, and therefore our words were subject to their scrutiny.

Pull the other one!

This all started when Free Speech warrior and friend of the union Gaylene Barnes, the
director of River of Freedom (and a panel guest at our upcoming Christchurch

AGM, make sure you booknow!) - stumbled on something unsettling on the BSA website
online complaintsform. The NZ Free Speech Union was on their dropdown list

of broadcasters. &



So, what on earth were we doing there?

Sean Plunket, at the centre of this storm after the BSA announced they would be inves-
tigating The Platform (despite the internet being well out of their remit) contacted the
BSA to ask what was going on, and received this response from Stacey Wood:

"Thanks for bringing an error on our website to our attention. A drop-down list on our online com-
plaints form mistakenly listed some organisations that are clearly not broadcasters, including

the Free Speech Union.

This drop-down list is derived from information about complaints and enquiries that have
previously been lodged through our existing online complaints system. In a very small number
of cases, organisations that have been mentioned in complaints or enquiries, but were not the

broadcaster complained about, were mistakenly entered in the system as the broadcaster.

These organisations, including the Free Speech Union, are clearly not broadcasters and we have

now removed them from the list.

Please note that the drop-down list is not exhaustive and it is not updated in real-time:"



From: Pete Barnao

Sent: Thursday, 20 November 2025 12:33 pm

To: Aroha Beck: john gillespie; Karyn Fenton-Ellis: Susie Stale
; Stacey Wood

Subject: Weekly update

Latest update FYI....

The Fold: An explosive week of media scandals

The Spinoff (podcast) 18/11/25

A leaked reportinto scams at Meta has revealed the breathtaking scale of its criminal enterprise.
Meanwhile the BBC is dealing with the epic fallout from an editing error, and Australia is back in the
business of getting big tech to pay for content. Locally, Sky has made a sharp change to its basic
channel strategy, and Stuff is dealing with some deeply troublesome real estate drama.

ACT looks to abolish Broadcasting Standards Authority

Stuff 16/11/25

The ACT Party has lodged a member’s bill that would see the Broadcasting Standards Authority
abolished. The Broadcasting (Disestablishment of Broadcasting Standards Authority) Amendment
Bill was lodged by ACT MP Laura McClure, arguing the BSA had “outlived its usefulness” and, in a free
country, the ultimate broadcasting standard should be the judgment of the audience...Broadcasting
Minister Paul Goldsmith was unavailable for comment today, but a spokesperson told The Post he
would not comment further as the bill had yet to be discussed at caucus.

Winston Peters interview — The Platform

The Platform 20/11/25 [Audio - starting from 9:12]

In an interview, Winston Peters says ACT is taking the wrong approach by trying to abolish the BSA.
Says when the BSA has acted within its existing mandate it was “fine, and many of us have been the
beneficiary of making complaints and getting a successful outcome”...Says legal authority with
respect to online broadcasters doesn’t sitin NZ but in the US...Suggests a government-initiated
judicial review as a way of resolving the matter while sparing The Platform legal costs. “The BSA is not
the problem —the BSA should be told ‘get back in your cage and stay there’.” Pressed by Sean
Plunket, Peters says'he’ll mention the idea of a government-initiated judicial review to Minister
Goldsmith, “but | can’t do everyone’s job”.

ACT's member's bill to disestablish the Broadcasting Standards Authority w/ the Victoria University
of Wellington's Peter Thompson

bFM 19/11/25

ACT MP Laura McClure has launched a member’s bill, proposing the disestablishment of the
Broadcasting Standards Authority. This follows a complaint laid to the BSA regarding Sean
Plunket’s online media network, The Platform. Plunket says the BSA “woefully and egregiously
overstepped its bounds". The BSA says Plunket's show clearly meets the requirements of the Act. We
spoke to Peter Thompson, an Associate Media and Communications Professor at Victoria University
of Wellington and board member of the Better Public Media Trust, about what this member’s billis
proposing. Thompson references the government’s Media Reform proposals and says it would “make
perfect sense” to extend the BSA’s jurisdiction to cover online media.
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From the Beehive: Why the BSA has outlived its purpose [Selectively paywalled — may not open]
The Press 15/11/25

Opinion - ACT MP Todd Stephenson: Some agencies made sense once, but don't anymore. The
Broadcasting Standards Authority is one of them.

Some useful BSA research

Kiwiblog 18/11/25

While | am not a fan of the BSA appointing itself as chief censor of the Internet, | do like some of the
research they have produced. The annual survey of offensive words is always interesting, and they
have just done a survey about trust in media which is interesting...Looking at the lists of factors that
make a news provider trustworthy or untrustworthy, it is no surprise why trust in media is so low.

Media Insider: Breakfast upheaval — why Jenny-May’s time is up; BBC fallout: TVNZ defends Trump
speech edit

NZ Herald 14/11/25

A swift finale for Breakfast host Jenny-May Clarkson —who will sit on the couch and become show’s
32nd hostin 20267?; Laura Tupou leaving Three News; Was this TVNZ reference to a major Trump
speech fair? How NZ newsrooms are responding to BBC crisis; Jevon McSkimming case —the
journalists who overcame legal hurdles; Sales of unauthorised Ardern:book.

UK: BBC apologises to Trump for 2024 documentary but rejects defamation claim

NZ Herald 14/11/25

The British Broadcasting Corporation has said it apologised to President Donald Trump after he
threatened to sue the media organisation over an episode of the documentary series Panorama,
which he said misleadingly spliced together his remarks on January 6, 2021, to show him explicitly
encouraging violence at the US Capitol.

Kia pai te ra | Have a great day

Pete Barnao (he/him)
Communications and Engagement Lead

Please note I am with-the BSA Mon-Thurs each week
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E: bsa.govt.nz
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From: Pete Barnao

Sent: Thursday, 27 November 2025 10:36 am

To: Aroha Beck: john gillespie; Karyn Fenton-Ellis: Susie Stale
; Stacey Wood

Subject: Weekly update

C-word upset: Whitcoulls owner reveals why literary magazine has been banned from bookshelves
NZ Herald 24/11/25

A literary magazine’s liberal use of the ‘c-word’ has led to its ban from Whitcoulls’shelves, the
bookstore chain owner says. Whitcoulls has come in for criticism from the founder-and editor-in-
chief of the literary journal Folly, after her publication was removed from the retail chain’s shelves
last week...The journal, which sells for $35, is peppered with the f-word while one essay - entitled
‘The c***y girls’ (Folly does not use asterixes) - focuses on the c-word.itself, and how a new
generation of young women has commandeered it as a form of empowerment.

KFC removes ‘creepy’ hacker campaign after 65 complaints to"ASA

NZ Herald 27/11/25

KFC has removed a contentious advertising campaign featuring a “creepy” hacker wearing a Colonel
Sanders mask. This has headed off an Advertising Standards Authority investigation into whether it
breached advertising rules, after the commercials became one of the most-complained-about
campaigns this year. The ASA’s complaints board-had accepted 65 complaints about the ad, which
some people said glorified and trivialised cybercrime.

Deals that defined the year in local media=plus predictions for 2026

The Spinoff (The Fold) 25/11/25

Trade Me bought into Stuff. Sky acquired Three. Radio’s strength continued. Search became
complex. Al’s impact expanded. 2025 has been another year of rapid change for local media, and in
this week’s episode of The Fold, Duncan Greive and media agency executives discuss it. The
conversation covers all of the'above and casts ahead with predictions for 2026.

Australia: Media regulator needs nuanced powers to rein in Kyle and Jackie O

AFR 25/11/25

Opinion - ACMA'’s only two options shouldn’t be cancelling a licence altogether or toothlessly
declaring a breach...It has had about as much success at reining Kyle Sandilands in as Jackie “O”
Henderson. Last week, the regulator sparked widespread debate by requesting an independent audit
of the Kyle & Jackie O Show’s contracts and internal governance. ACMA’s previous attempts to corral
the Kyle & Jackie O Show - including issuing breach declarations and additional censor requirements
—have proven ineffective time and again. An investigation recently found that Australian Radio
Network, owner of the KIIS network, had breached decency rules seven times by broadcasting sexual
descriptions and crude on-air games on the show.

Australia: Netflix could face $1 billion fine if it falls short on Australian content

Sydney Morning Herald 21/11/25

Netflix could be fined almost $1 billion if it fails to meet local content obligations under the
government’s proposed streaming quotas bill, which is expected to be tabled in Canberra next week,

1



after years of debate and negotiation. The amendment to the Broadcasting Services Act, which aims
to guarantee a minimum spend by streamers on Australian content other than sport, reality and
news, will apply to all subscription video on demand (SVOD) streaming services with more than 1
million subscribers.

UK: BBC leaders grilled by lawmakers over its standards after Trump threatened to sue

Stuff 25/11/25

The BBC's chairman acknowledged Monday that it was too slow in responding over a misleading edit
of a speech by U.S. President Donald Trump but rejected claims that the broadcaster's impartiality
was being undermined from within its own board. Senior BBC leaders were quizzed by Parliament’s
Culture, Media and Sport Committee amid a major crisis at the publicly funded corporation after its
director general and head of news both quit earlier this month and Trump threatened to file a billion-
dollar lawsuit.

https://Inkd.in/gP__4Wyz
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Subject: Weekly update

Kia ora koutou

Last update of the year — a catch-up edition covering the past two weeks. Wishing all a happy holiday
and Mere Kirihimete!

Reality Check Radio to have say on BSA decision about online content jurisdiction, as part of
complaint

Stuff 10/12/25

The Broadcasting Standards Authority (BSA) will allow Reality Check Radio (RCR) to submitin
writing its views on whether the regulator has jurisdiction over a. complaint involving online content
with The Platform. This marks a significant development in the BSA's ongoing consideration of its
authority over online content. The BSA was an independent Crown entity, and statutory body, that
oversaw broadcasting standards. In October, the BSA issued a provisional ruling that it had
jurisdiction to handle a complaint against The Platform.

Journalist lan Wishart v RNZ and Broadcasting/Standards Authority — the High Court case over a
story about a run of hot weather in Hamilton

NZ Herald 06/12/25

Investigative journalist and author lan Wishart is taking RNZ and the Broadcasting Standards
Authority to the High Court, appealing the authority’s decision not to uphold his complaint about an
RNZ story on Hamilton’s hot weather last summer... Wishart appeared before Justice Gerard van
Bohemen in the High Court at Auckland for an interlocutory application. It was a sometimes-testing
preliminary encounter, in whichthe journalist - representing himself - argued for the discovery of RNZ
documents he says are central to his appeal.

TVNZ says Scotty Stevenson’s ‘sexualised slur’ about schoolboys in cricket commentary ‘falls short’
Stuff 04/12/25

TVNZ says commentator Scotty Stevenson missed the mark with a “sexualised slur” about
Christchurch school boys. During TVNZ’s cricket commentary on Wednesday, Stevenson called boys
from Christ’s College “syrup suckers”...Headmaster Joe Eccleton said he had submitted a complaint
to the Broadcasting Standards Authority.

Media Insider: Morning TV, radio shake-up —ex-TV3 hosts in line for new roles; TVNZ commentator’s
‘Syrup-suckers’ strife; Meta apologises to model; Sky TV boss named CEO of Year

NZ Herald 05/12/25

TVNZ’s Scotty Stevenson has offered an “unequivocal” apology to Christ’s College today, after he
labelled a group of its students “syrup suckers” during live cricket commentary on Tuesday...Christ’s
College headmaster Joe Eccleton has written to parents advising that he has laid a complaint with the
Broadcasting Standards Authority. Under BSA rules, complaints have to go to the broadcaster first
—complainants can then go to the authority if they are unhappy with the response.
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TVNZ bias review - broadcaster releases new discussion points around diversity of perspectives and
role of presenters

NZ Herald 15/12/25

A TVNZ-commissioned review into TVNZ news coverage has sounded a general warning that
presenters must ensure impartiality and a clear distinction between fact and opinion. The state
broadcaster has also been told it needs to ensure “the widest possible diversity of perspectives” and
“deeper coverage of key issues”... TVNZ political editor Maiki Sherman presented the results of a
political poll on TVNZ's 6pm news in April 2024. This generated several hundred complaints to TVNZ -
both it and the Broadcasting Standards Authority said the report was fine.

‘Hit piece’ or honest opinion?: Ex-TVNZ host Peter Williams takes stand for Jim Grenon-backed
evangelist against TVNZ

NZ Herald 17/12/25

NZME shareholder and director Jim Grenon is funding a defamation claim brought-by Christian
evangelist Julian Batchelor against TVNZ. In a day of drama at court, former top TVNZ presenter Peter
Williams appears as an expert witness for Batchelor, while the judge later considers throwing the
case out... Williams left TVNZ in 2018, before joining MediaWorks as a talkback host. He retired in
September 2021 and, “for a very brief interlude”, worked for Reality Check Radio...[TVNZ’s lawyer]
Daniel Nilsson observed that Reality Check Radio had recently joined.a legal action with Sean
Plunket’s The Platform, pushing against an attempt for it to be covered by the Broadcasting
Standards Authority, which covers standards such as balance.

Broadcasting Standards Authority dismisses complaint about The Panel

RNZ 04/12/25

The Broadcasting Standards Authority has not upheld two complaints about a broadcast of The
Panel which briefly discussed public perception of the recognition of a Palestinian state.... The
complaints were made under several standards.and included claims the broadcast was unbalanced
for not including comment from Palestinians ‘or directly affected individuals', and treated
Palestinians unfairly. One of Hart's comments was said to be inaccurate and misleading, and to
discriminate against and denigrate Palestinians.

Media regulation system breaking down?

Media Law Journal (Steven Price-blog) 16/12/25

It was bound to happen sooner or later. Complaints are being made to both the Media Council and
the Broadcasting Standards Authority about basically the same stories. And they’re reaching
different conclusions...The government’s latest recommendation about regulating a converging
media (essentially self-regulation with a statutory appeal body, for “professional media” including
things like Netflix and The Platform but excluding social media) seems like a pretty sensible reform to
me.

High Court judge dismisses Talley’s defamation case against TVNZ

Stuff 17/12/25

A High Court judge has thrown out a defamation case against TVNZ and its reporter after Talley’s
alleged the company had been defamed in a series of reporting. Talley’s - which produces seafood,
meat, vegetable and dairy products - alleges Television New Zealand defamed the company in six
stories reported by Thomas Mead between 2021 and 2022 about health and safety concerns.

Cuts to Maori broadcasting loom large as 2025 ends
Waatea News 10/12/25



This week Waatea has been following the story of potential cuts to the Maori media sector. Initially,
the cuts were mooted at 30% while some have told Waatea the number is more like 20-25%. Across
Aotearoa, Maori media is evolving rapidly. From TV channels to iwi radio, from linear broadcasts to
digital streams —the way Maori stories are told and consumed is shifting. But with that shift comes
uncertainty, struggle, and a profound reckoning about how best to keep te reo, tikanga and kaupapa
Maori alive in media.

The most popular shows on TVNZ in 2025 and local content's big win on linear TV

NZ Herald 16/12/25

New Zealand’s passion for property has been proven once again —this time in our TV viewing habits
for 2025. TVNZ has released its list of most-watched shows for the year on TVNZ 1, TVNZ 2 and Duke,
and half of the top 10 have a focus on our homes. The Nielsen data also shows audiences are
increasingly using linear television to connect with factual content and local stories.

Prominent rural broadcasters join forces

StopPress 05/12/25

Well-known New Zealand rural broadcasters Andy Thompson and Sarah Perriam-Lampp will join
forces to launch an innovative, multimedia rural radio show in 2026. Thompson and Perriam-Lampp
have formed a new partnership under CountryWide Media, combining their experience and networks
to shape the next generation of rural radio...Thompson and Perriam-Lampp will expand CountryWide
Media’s national presence with a live-streamed daily radio show-broadcast from Christchurch.

UK: Ofcom fines The Word Network £375000 for breaking broadcasting rules

Ofcom media release 10/12/25

Ofcom has imposed a financial penalty of £375,000 on religious channel, The Word Network, for
breaching our broadcasting rules on multiple occasions...Our investigations concluded that the
programme Stem Cell Activators made unsubstantiated claims that serious medical conditions
could be treated by using certain unlicensedproducts, which were promoted in the programme. The
Peter Popoff programmes promoted and made unsubstantiated claims that using a particular
product or contacting a religious ministry were effective in treating serious medical conditions or
alleviating financial difficulties.

UK: From apps to Al search: how the UK goes online in 2025

Ofcom media release 10/12/25

Our latest Online Nation report explores how adults and children in the UK experience life online.
From the sites and apps we use every day, to how people feel about what they do and what they
encounter online.

Storytime with.Todd: Laura McClure and the Very Bossy Rulebook
ACT via Facebook 13/12/25
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"Simply obsolete": BSA seeks legislative change amid evolving media landscape [In¢l. audio of
Stacey interview with Mike Hosking]

Newstalk ZB 28/01/26

The Broadcasting Standards Authority says the current laws it operates.under are obsolete. A
Parliamentary paper on the BSA's annual review notes the watchdog's definition of a broadcaster is
35 years old. The authority says it's been asking for legislation reform for about 15 years, as media
companies produce more online content. BSA Chief Executive Stacey Wood told Mike Hosking the
jurisdiction framework is not clear.

Broadcasting Standards Authority calls for law change.to’deal with ‘rapidly evolving’ media, expects
declining levy revenue

Newstalk ZB 28/01/26

A Parliament report on the Broadcasting Standards Authority states the agency believes “the
boundaries of its jurisdiction are no longer-clear” as it calls for a law change. The Broadcasting
Standards Authority (BSA) is calling on MPs to bring about “legislative clarity” to define modern
broadcasting, following its contentious consideration of a complaint against an online talk station.

A select committee paper relating to areview of the BSA noted the authority had been operating
under a 35-year-old definition of the term “broadcasting”. Parliament’s report also alluded to the row
between the media watchdog and Sean Plunket’s online-only company The Platform.

"Things have moved on': ACT MP calls for dissolution of BSA

Newstalk ZB Early Edition 28/01/26

An ACT MP wants the Broadcasting Standards Authority to be abolished as the watchdog seeks more
power. The authority has been asking for law reform for about 15 years as media companies produce
more online content. A Parliamentary paper notes the watchdog operates off a definition of a
broadcaster established 35 years ago. ACT's Laura McClure told Ryan Bridge she agrees the world
has changed a lot in the past three decades. She says there are many methods of oversight and
doesn't believe the BSA is relevant anymore.

Jillaine Heather — What’s On The Radar For FSU This Year?

The Platform 23/01/26

[Discussion re: BSA begins at 2:35]

Free Speech Union’s Jilliaine Heather talks about what’s on the FSU’s radar this year. Says BSA
claiming jurisdiction over online broadcasters is part of a wider movement to censor the internet.
Heather says the BSA is trying to remain relevant and to position itself to be at the heart of any future
set up involving, eg, a ‘super regulator’.



BSA dismisses complaint about Midday Report interview

RNZ 22/01/26

The Broadcasting Standards Authority has not upheld a complaint under the Discrimination and
Denigration, and Fairness standards about an interviewee saying, on Midday Report, that Foreign
Affairs Minister Winston Peters was "touching himself instead of doing a real job of caring for New
Zealanders in difficulty"...The BSA noted the threshold for finding a breach of the Fairness standard
is higher for politicians and public figures, and found the brief comment would not have left viewers
with an unfairly negative impression of Peters. It ruled the Discrimination and Denigration standard
did not apply.

Licences to thrill: Kiwi radio stations receive 20-year frequency extension

NZ Herald 27/01/26

Radio is affectionally known as the “cockroach” of media —you just can’t kill it. Of all traditional
media, it’s been through the least commercial disruption over the past decade. A Government
announcement is set to preserve that position, with Cabinet agreeing to extend’AM.and FM licences
for another 20 years, beyond their current expiry in 2031. The Government is also selling additional
licences which had previously been set aside for a national youth channel-opportunities for major
players to open new battlegrounds...Radio attracts around 3.3 million listeners per week, a number
that has remained broadly stable over the past 12 months.

Sky TV renews deal with Yellowstone studio Paramount but HBO!Max contract uncertain

NZ Herald 27/01/26

Sky TV has renewed and expanded its deal with the US studio behind shows such as Yellowstone, but
has yet to confirm speculation it is on the verge of parting ways with another major American studio
and its hit shows. Publicly listed Sky TV told the NZX it was renewing its existing contract with
Paramount, with an expanded portfolio of titles: But Sky has yet to confirm industry speculation itis
parting ways with Warner Bros Discovery, and its range of HBO Max shows —including The Pitt—in
mid-2026.

The big media questions for 2026

The Spinoff 22/01/26

Duncan Greive runs through the big storylines of the year in local media — and imagines how they
might play out...Including ‘Is ourgovernment going to keep watching Australia forever, or will it act?’

Two thirds of New Zealanders have seen extreme content online, half believe it's unavoidable

RNZ 27/01/26

A survey from the Classifications Office shows two thirds of New Zealanders have seen extreme and
potentially illegal content online...It also found 49 percent of the population believed encountering
extreme content online was unavoidable and 78 percent thought the likelihood of seeing it was
increasing over time.
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NZ Herald (news item) — New study reveals the words Kiwis mast/offended by on air, and the groups

most vexed

NZ Herald (editorial) — The words Kiwis won’t accept on-air= and what that says about us

1News - Kiwis less tolerant of offensive languagé.n.broadcasting

RNZ Nights (Stacey interview audio) — Kiwis-find bad language on air increasingly offensive

RNZ online —The words New Zealanders are most offended by

The Spinoff (Stacey opinion piece) - Flippin’ heck! New Zealanders are getting less tolerant of
swearing

Newstalk ZB (Heather du Plessis-Allan Drive) — Kiwi listeners less tolerant of offensive language,
survey shows

Pacific MediaNetwork (incl. Stacey interview audio) — ‘Words have power’: Pacific tolerance for on-
air slurs hits record low

Also.covered by Otago Daily Times, Rotorua Daily Post, Indian Weekender, Thai NZ News,

BSA internet power grab: Why your podcasts are under threat!

Editor in Chief podcast (Duncan Garner) 30/01/26

The Broadcasting Standards Authority is facing a terminal decline and they've come up with a
desperate plan to stay relevant. They want the government to rewrite the law so they can police the
internet and control what we say on podcasts and live streams. We talk to Ashley Church and
Maurice Williamson about why this mission creep is a massive overreach for a 35-year-old regulator.


BethanPayne
Text Box
Out of scope
Section 9(2)(g)(i) - free and frank



Death, devastation and extreme weather test media

RNZ Mediawatch 01/02/26

...Last Wednesday, ACT MP Laura McClure lodged a Member's Bill to scrap the Broadcasting
Standards Authority..."Given the fact that people are consuming media in all kinds of different
places, it really is unfair for mainstream media to have to adhere to paying levies," McClure replied.
Broadcasters pay a modest $500 for each $1m in revenue annually for BSA levies. "l do think it is
important for people to have oversight and trust and accountability, and | think that we've got enough
there." She didn't mention that broadcasters drew up the broadcasting standards, alongside the BSA,
and those standards mirror their own editorial principles and guidelines. Scraping the BSA
complaints system would probably mean more complaints ending up in court - a much bigger liability
for broadcasters.

Media Insider: Breakfast co-host Tova O'Brien's legal restraint; BSA rules on TVNZ Tom Phillips
privacy complaint

NZ Herald 31/02/26

The Broadcasting Standards Authority has rejected a complaint that TVNZ breached the privacy of
Tom Phillips’ children during two news reports following the deadly police shootout with the fugitive.
Aviewer, Sarah Money, complained the state broadcaster breached the children’s privacy by stating
they were being “co-operative” with police and by later broadcasting images of the campsite
uncovered by police.

Australia: What TV viewers expect: Safeguards for free-to-air and.lon-demand TV content

ACMA research report

TV viewing habits are changing, and the main way we watch TV is subscription video on demand
services. However, our research reveals many do not understand the rules and the services they
apply to. The report highlights that a large majority of Australian adults want rules to ensure that
content meets community expectations. A majority-also support consistent rules across all free-to-
air broadcast TV, streaming and on-demand content. Most viewers think it’s important we have
safeguards, including restrictions on certain. content and rules for media organisations using Al.

UK: Freeview 'to be switched off' update.after Sky response as support soars

Wales Live 01/02/26

A wave of public backing has emerged for a campaign seeking to preserve Freeview from potential
discontinuation within coming years. Thousands have rallied behind a petition expressing concerns
that terrestrial television services could face being 'switched off'. A petition hosted on Change.Org
has seen support climbto nearly 100,000 signatures, demonstrating the depth of public sentiment.
This follows Sky's publication of research calling on the government to discontinue traditional
broadcasting and 'move fully to internet-delivered TV in the 2030s".

UK: Ofcomilaunches investigation into X over Grok sexualised imagery

Ofcom media release 15/01/26

The UK’s independent online safety watchdog, Ofcom, has opened a formal investigation into X under
the UK’s Online Safety Act, to determine whether it has complied with its duties to protect people in
the UK from content thatis illegal in the UK. There have been deeply concerning reports of the Grok Al
chatbot account on X being used to create and share undressed images of people —which may
amount to intimate image abuse or pornography — and sexualised images of children that may
amount to child sexual abuse material (CSAM).
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Kia ora koutou

A digest of online news coverage to date, plus a sample of comment/discussion on social media...

Sean Plunket on the latest mumbo jumbo from the BSA
The Platform 01/04/26
Sean Plunket on the latest Mumbo Jumbo from the BSA.

Broadcasting Standards Authority v Sean Plunket and The Platform - BSA claims formal jurisdiction
over Maori tikanga ‘mumbo jumbo’ comment

NZ Herald 01/04/26

NZ First leader Winston Peters says a Broadcasting Standards Authority decision that it can
adjudicate a complaint about The Platform online site - and owner Sean Plunket’s comment of Maori
tikanga ‘mumbo jumbo’ - borders on ‘fascist behaviour’, and it needs to be abolished. The BSA
claims it has jurisdiction to consider a complaint laid against The Platform — a move that puts the
authority in a major stand-off with some politicians and free-speech advocates. In a decision
published today, the authority said it had. determined it could accept and was “required to consider
under the Broadcasting Act, complaints about The Platform’s Live Talkback programme, because the
programme meets the Act’s definition of ‘broadcasting’.”

‘Bordering on fascist’: Winston Peters calls for BSA to be abolished after landmark ruling

Stuff 01/04/26

NZ First leader Winston Peters has labelled the Broadcasting Standards Authority’s (BSA) move to
regulate online content as "bordering on fascist" and is calling for the agency to be abolished. Peters’
comments follow a landmark BSA ruling on Wednesday confirming it has jurisdiction over The
Platform, a digital talkback outlet hosted by Sean Plunket. The decision marks the first time the
regulator has extended its reach to an online-only broadcaster.

BSA claims jurisdiction to cover complaint about Sean Plunket’s The Platform [selectively paywalled,
you.may not be able to open]

The Post 01/04/26

The Broadcasting Standards Authority has determined it has jurisdiction to consider a complaint
about online media service The Platform, in a move with potentially wide-ranging ramifications. It has
broadcaster Sean Plunket, whose comments on The Platform triggered the initial complaint, fuming —
both about the decision and the lack of action by the Government. “Given that it's wrong in law and
shows inherent bias and is not sanctioned by Parliament, | was surprised,” Plunket, who founded The
Platform, told The Post on Wednesday.



BSA power grab: Radical bureaucrats move to police online speech

ACT mediarelease 04/01/26

ACT MP Laura McClure says today's Broadcasting Standards Authority ruling shows a regulator
scrambling to stay relevant by grabbing power it was never meant to have. McClure is the sponsor of
the Broadcasting (Disestablishment of Broadcasting Standards Authority) Amendment Bill. “The BSA
has taken a law written for rabbit-ear TV and tried to stretch it over podcasts and livestreams on the
internet. That’s not credible, and Kiwis won’t buy it. This decision makes it clear the BSA isn’t just out
of date, it’s out of control.”

BSA grabs power over online speech, no law change required

Free Speech Union media release 01/04/26

The Broadcasting Standards Authority has claimed jurisdiction over The Platform, an online media
outlet, under the Broadcasting Act 1989. No law was changed. No Bill was passed. The BSA simply
reinterpreted a statute written before the internet existed and decided it now regulates online
speech.
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Willie Jackson re: BSA and The Platform

The Platform 07/04/26

Lengthy interview with former broadcasting minister Willie Jackson. Jackson says he supports
broadcasters’ right to express strong opinions, and acknowledges the need to modernise regulation,
but says The Platform is an online broadcaster and should abide by standards like other
broadcasters. Says there’s now so much mis/disinformation that standards are “more essential than
ever”.

Minister Goldsmith discusses BSA decision with Heather du Plessis-Allan

Newstalk ZB 01/04/26

Broadcasting Minister Paul Goldsmith has revealed-he's mulling over changes to the Broadcasting
Standards Authority. Set up in 1989, the Authority has regulatory powers over traditional
broadcasters - but today ruled it can consider complaints against online broadcasters too. NZ First's
Winston Peters has labelled the move 'fascist behaviour' and Goldsmith says he's working on a
response. "The legislation is out of date, there's no question about that...it relates to a world where
you just had broadcasting TV and broadcasting radio, so there was a situation built up around that.
Now, of course, the world's moved.on."

Media Insider: Decision on regulation before election

NZ Herald 03/04/26

The Broadcasting Standards Authority’s controversial ruling that it has jurisdiction over Sean
Plunket’s online-only platform appears to have hastened a decision on the authority’s own
future...Officials have previously floated the idea of one organisation to cover all media, including
online content providers. That also opens up a can of worms of who and what comes under that
definition...The Government has confirmed to Media Insider that it will decide before the election
whetherthere will be an overhaul of the regulatory oversight of media content.

Thé.BSA chooses to face its existential dilemma head on

The Fold (The Spinoff) podcast 01/04/26

After six months of careful deliberation, and six years after it first floated the idea, the Broadcasting
Standards Authority decided that it definitively does have jurisdiction over platforms like The
Platform. This set off a firestorm stretching across politics, law and media, with the regulator having
the temerity to suggest that one, relatively tiny corner of the internet was within its bounds. In a
reversal of typical roles, Toby Manhire hosts Duncan Greive to break down this story, at once arcane
and enormous.



BSA a relic of a bygone era— Heather du Plessis-Allan

NZ Herald 05/04/26

| have, in the past, been disciplined by the Broadcasting Standards Authority...So you’d be forgiven
for writing off the following criticism of the BSA as resentment...The BSA doesn’t necessarily have
policing power over what is said on the internet. Its guiding legislation was written back in 1989...The
obvious problem with the BSA starting to redraw its own boundaries is that it may continue to do so
whenever the spirit takes hold...The fact that the BSA is trying to find work to do tells you that it is
already irrelevant.

The BSA's decision to take on The Platform is brave, principled, and indefensible

The Spinoff 02/04/26

The Broadcasting Standards Authority has determined The Platform is within its remit. It’s a bold
move. It’s also logically incoherent, writes Duncan Greive.

When something is this broken, it's time to get a new one

Knightly Views (Gavin Ellis blog) 07/04/26

It has never been sublime but now, by God, it is ridiculous: Media regulation has reached the point
where the public itis supposed to serve are left confused and incredulous. The fault lies with
successive governments that have seen the issues, then walked away because they think the
solutions are too hard or they do not have the guts to confront powerful foreign forces. Governments
led by both National and Labour have wilfully ignored the fact that the entire system is anachronistic
and needs urgent replacement. Last week the outdated nature of the system was brought into sharp
relief by the Broadcasting Standards Authority’s attempt to ram a round peg into a mouldy square
hole. In order to claim jurisdiction over Sean Plunket’s online entity The Platform, the BSA was forced
to squeeze every last morsel of possible meaning out of its empowering legislation.

‘I’'m not a broadcaster, I’'m a webcaster’: Sean Plunkeét hits back at BSA as Minister considers options
Stuff 01/04/26

Sean Plunket says he is a journalist, but he should not be subject to the Broadcasting Standards
Authority because he is not a broadcaster. That comes as Media and Communications Minister Paul
Goldsmith said the Government is considering all options - including abolishing the
regulator...Plunket also claimed Prime Minister Christopher Luxon had personally assured him last
year that the government “had his back” regarding the “overreach,” but had since done nothing.
Speaking to reporters on Wednesday, Luxon said he did not recall having that conversation. “We have
notinterfered in this process at all, the BSA is independent,” he said. “l can’timagine that’s
something I’'ve said.”

Winston Peters accuses BSA of 'fascist behaviour', demands its abolition

Three News 01/04/26

Winston Peters is firing up at the Broadcasting Standards Authority. The New Zealand First leader is
accusingit of trying to police the entire internet, after it said it had jurisdiction over Sean Plunket's
online show "The Platform".

Attempt to de-platform the BSA fails

Media Law Journal 01/04/26

The BSA has ruled that it has jurisdiction to receive complaints against the online media company,
The Platform. “Using an unduly technical interpretation to exclude online broadcasters would create
a significant gap in the protections available to New Zealanders”, it wrote. “We consider the
standards regime logically, and appropriately, includes online broadcasters such as The Platform.”
Read the decision. It’s an orthodox exercise in statutory interpretation. | think it’s right. You might



disagree with the conclusion (there are some quite good arguments both ways) but you’d have to be
pretty unhinged to describe it as, say, “bordering on fascist”.











