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Tēnā koe Erika 
 
Response to your request for official information 
 
Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) to the Ministry of 
Health – Manatū Hauora (the Ministry) on 23 July 2025 for: 
 

“I refer to your webpage  from 2021 which says: 
"mRNA vaccines have been in development for decades 

mRNA vaccines have been developed through major international collaboration. 

Researchers have studied and worked with mRNA vaccines for decades. This includes 
studies for vaccines against flu, Zika, rabies and cytomegalovirus (CMV). 

Scientists have also researched past coronavirus infections (SARS and MERS). Once 
scientists identified the coronavirus that causes COVID-19, they could quickly adapt the 
technology for COVID-19. 

Although it’s relatively new technology, this vaccine has gone through all the usual safety 
checks and regulations. 

This includes international clinical trials to help demonstrate the efficacy and safety of the 
vaccine. The Pfizer vaccine is being used worldwide and continually and closely monitored 
for effectiveness and safety." 

(from web.archive.org/web/20211116001301/https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-
and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus) 
  
Would you kindly provide the information on: 
1  All the usual safety checks and regulations for the Covid-19 Pfizer vaccination? (These 
were stated on the MoH website above.) 
2. How do these "usual safety checks and regulations" fit in with the Medicine Act 1981?... 
3. Kindly supply all the reports supplied as per the Medicines Act s21 (2) (i) and (ii) for the 
Pfizer vaccination.” 

 
All substantive information regarding your request has been previously released under the Act, 

which is published on the Ministry website here: www.health.govt.nz/system/files/2021-

10/h202106950_-_response.pdf. 

 

This response contains documentation used in the evaluation process for provisional approval of 

the Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine (Comirnaty). 

 

Please refer to the Ministry’s Vaccine Evaluation and Approval Process for further information 

regarding parts 2 and 3 of your request:  www.medsafe.govt.nz/COVID-19/vaccine-approval-
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process.asp#:~:text=Medsafe%20evaluates%20applications%20for%20all,for%20use%20in%20

New%20Zealand.  

 

If you wish to discuss any aspect of your request with us, including this decision, please feel free 
to contact the OIA Services Team on: oiagr@health.govt.nz.  
 
Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions 
made under this request. The Ombudsman may be contacted by email at: 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Ministry website at: www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-official-
information-act-requests.  
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 
 
 
Chris James 
Group Manager 
Medsafe 
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