
 
 
 

 

 

30 July 2024 

 

 

By email: fyi-request-27373-539187e7@requests.fyi.org.nz 

 

 

Dear Chris,  
 

Official Information Act Request: Further questions  - total annual cases since 1970 of 

illnesses 

  

On 5 July 2024 your requested information under the Official Information Act 1982 (Act) from 

Te Whatu Ora was partially transferred to ESR as follows:  

 

"Are you able to provide the total annual cases since 1970 of the following illnesses 

Tetanus 

Diptheria 

Whooping Cough 

Rotavirus 

Polio 

Hepatitis B 

Haemophilus / influenza type b (hib) 

Pneumococcal 

Meningcoccal B 

Measles 

Mumps 

Rubella 

Chicken Pox" 

 

Our response to your request: 

Please refer to Appendix 1 below. 

 

The data provided in Appendix 1 is for all diseases, except for Meningococcal B, is based on 

data extracted from EpiSurv, the national notifiable disease surveillance database on 12 July 

2024.  Data covers the annual cases notified between 1997 and 2023.  EpiSurv does not 

contain data from prior to 1997. 

 

All notifications recorded in EpiSurv that meet the case definitions, other than cases 

classified as ‘not a case’, are included. In some instances, the investigation of a case may 

not be complete, and the status may be set to ‘under investigation’.  

 

Information about the case definitions used for each disease is available in the Health New 

Zealand Communicable disease control manual - https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/for-health-

professionals/clinical-guidance/communicable-disease-control-manual/. 

 

As requested, we have provided data on Group B meningococcal disease notifications only, 

please note this is a subset of notification for Invasive Meningococcal disease. 
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The data provided for Meningococcal group B cases is based on data extracted from 

EpiSurv and the ESR laboratory information management system on 18 July 2024. 

 

More information about Pertussis, IPD, Meningococcal disease and measles is also 

available in our interactive dashboards available here: Digital library (esr.cri.nz) 

 

Your right to seek a review. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 

Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz 

or freephone 0800 802 602.   

 

 

Thank you for your request. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

John McCarthy 

Acting General Manager Health, Health & Environment  

ESR 
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Appendix 1 : Data for all diseases, except for Meningococcal B from 1997-2003  

 

 

 

 

 

 


