























"I've definitely gained a way better understanding because | honestly didn't really
know much. | just knew that | was on the Maori electoral roll. So, this definitely
has opened my mind up a lot more towards you know why | should be on here."
More engaged wahine, 18-25, Waikato

“I really enjoyed tonight you know, hearing everyone's opinions and everyone
talking about voting and stuff. You know, | didn't know nothing about the general
and Maori roll and now | have a better understanding on why we should vote”

Less engaged wahine, 18-25, Te Tai Tokerau

“'m so wrapped that | came tonight. | didn't know what | came to, but I'm gonna
go home and do some research now and I'm gonna deliver something on it
tomorrow in my class. A lot of my tamariki live with Nanny and Papa and they
probably have no idea [about the MEQ] so I'm gonna go home and use a bit of
time purposefully to do more research about it.”

Less engaged tane, 26-39, Te Tai Tokerau
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"I learnt a lot tonight about why I'm on the M&ori electorate roll. It does have a lot
more meaning. | mean, we always encourage our kids to do what we do anyway.
But now we can give them a reason why. So yeah, that was very good." Less
engaged tane, 40+, Te Tai Tokerau

“I'm probably going to go home to do some more research. But | feel pretty
empowered. Like, just like all of you fellas coming together all from the same
town different walks, and just knowing that there's other young people out there
that are like passionate and care about the things that | care about because |
have quite a Pakeha friend group, like | have mates that don't identify as Maori.
And so it's nice to be around people that are passionate about the same things”

Less engaged wahine, 18-25, Te Tai Tokerau

“That makes me understand why | made my choice when | did about being on
the Maori roll and sort of just reiterated the importance of more Maori getting in
the loop, to be part of the decision making. Making your voice heard. And it will

never be heard on this unless we take it a little bit more seriously and as a
collective, because when we do things as a collective, as a people, then maybe
we can make a change collectively as well.” Less engaged tane, 40+, Te Tai

Tokerau
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To resonate with Maori across the motu, a range of Maori figures
and faces will need to be represented in the next MEO campaign.

This is largely driven by geographical location, and individual
connection with te ao Maori.

However, a common factor is trust.

Most participants have a strong desire to hear about the changes
to the MEO from someone who is trusted and visible within their
community.

For some patrticipants, the figure being Maori is not as important as seeing
someone who advocates for Maori and te ao Maori, e.q., Ruby Tui

”

“I think it’s really important to have a Maori leader. Like Tama
Iti, or Te Ururoa, or Stacey. It gives you a sense of familiarity.”
Less engaged tane, 18-25, Te Moana-a-Toi

“Their sense of consistency and stability coincides with building
trust.” Less engaged wahine, 18-25, Otakou

“For me, it has to be from that perspective of people who are
on the [Maori] roll. You have to have made this decision
yourself to profess it to anybody else" Less engaged tane, 40+,
Tamaki Makaurau

“Social media is really good for aiming at the younger
generation, and even people coming into the voting scene.

I don’t know anyone, even my age, that would go on to NZ
Herald or Stuff and read articles. So put stuff out on social
media to spread the word and inform people using content that
is short, sharp, informative and pretty, and reasonably
entertaining as well.” Less engaged tane, 18-25, Waikato




























Stacey Morrison is a trusted face in Te Ao Maori, resonating with many.
Many Maori feel that they would stop what they are doing to listen to her,
or see what she has to say, for this reason.

Having a familiar face is engaging and comforting, as they offer a sense of
relatability.

The conversational tone of Stacey’s korero adds to the relatability of her
message, and makes it easy to digest for many.

Alongside her confident and clear delivery, Maori feel confident in the
information she is sharing.

The animations were seen as clear and simple, supporting Stacey's korero
without distracting from the main messages. This is key, as a key concern
about the sand art was the distracting nature of the visuals.

Stacey’s video is not without concerns, however, with some thinking to the

diverse needs of Maori across the motu.

— For more engaged Maori, there is a concern for those less engaged with their
taha Maori and whakapapa that they may not resonate with a figure like Stacey,
or the Maori imagery and messages used in this ad.

— As mentioned on slide 23, a variety of figures will be required in the upcoming
campaign to connect with Maori of all backgrounds.

“I'm not really a TV person at all, rarely watch TV. But
with someone like Stacey Morrison or another M&ori person, I'm
more inclined to stop and pay attention because she's well
known.” Less engaged wahine, 18-25, Te Tai Tokerau

"l also think it was quite helpful having a familiar face doing the
speaking, just so you can kind of relate feel like you relate to it a
lot more. And the images that were popping up on the sides,
there are a lot more relevant to what she was speaking
about. So, I think that was good." More engaged wahine, 18-25,
Waikato

“Compared to [the sand art ad] it really highlights the impact that
we have being on the Maori roll. It was very chill and explains
the benefits of it rather than being like ‘you should.’ It explains

why you should.” Less engaged wahine, 18-25, Whakatu

“When | saw the first picture with [Stacey] with the bubbling
water and the maunga on the sides, | inmediately thought what
if Maori don't connect to those [images]j... It then puts you into
that space of, do | qualify as Maori? Do | have to be in
connection with my marae to connect to being Maori to be on
the roll? So, then it questions all of that identity stuff.” More
engaged wahine, 40+, Tairawhiti
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The clarity and concise nature of Stacey's korero allowed participants to retain key
facts and action points, such as the value of enrolling on the Maori Roll to have an
influence on politics for Maori.

—  Some wonder whether this ad is intentionally for rangatahi, as it can connect and share a
large amount of information in a short timeframe. This is helpful if you are used to shortform
media, such as TikTok.

Less engaged participants respond positively to the ad's emphasis on the MEO's link
to achieveing greater Maori representation in Parliament, and better outcomes for
Maori. The 'why’ participate in the MEO / switch to the Maori roll strongly resonates.

For many Maori, the influence that changing rolls has on the number of Maori
electoral seats and their boundaries was new information, and for some shifts
perceptions about the power of the collective Maori voice.

— Many less engaged Maori feel motivated after watching this ad to share this new information
for others around them.

For some Maori, the messaging feels balanced and direct, especially around why
you may want to change rolls or not change. This ads to the trustworthiness of the
ad, as Maori do not feel pressured into making one decision.

For these reasons, Maori feel this ad facilitates informed decision making, more so
than the sand art video.

"I love that. That was way better than the [sand art] ad. They
gave me everything that | wanted to know in such a short
amount of time... Maybe it also includes a younger audience
with our short attention spans. Like it got all the information
out everything | wanted to know. And now I'd have a reason
why | know exactly why we should be on the M&ori electorate
roll if we want to increase the number of seats, if you cared
about that, then that's your reason straightaway." More
engaged tane, 30-39, Tamaki Makaurau

"l had no idea that the M&ori electoral roll was what set the
number [of M3ori seats] | thought this was an autocratic
decision made by a bunch of people
in Parliament somewhere probably mostly
white men. You know, | didn't have any idea that we
were in control. That is the information it has taken me thirty
years to find. That’s the one thing that's going to make
me change to the Maori roll... The number of seats is not
growing fast enough because we're not signing up and that's
the people's power." Less engaged tane, 40+, Tamaki

Makaurau

“l came away from it feeling like | understand what the Maori
electorate is and how it fits into the bigger scheme of how
this country is run; how | can influence it; and why | should

get other people to be clued up on it as well.” Less engaged

tane, 18-25, Waikato




Knowing the whakapapa of the MEO is significant and
empowering.

For most participants this was a key piece of information that
was new, and a highly motivating reason to move over to the
Maori roll.

Some participants expressed surprise that the MEO has its
roots in the 19th Century, and appreciated how the whakapapa
contextualises the Option. As a result, many were motivated to
move to the Maori roll in order to participate in the greater
historical narrative of improving representation and outcomes
of Maori.

However, it also leaves questions as to why there have not
been significant changes since the establishment of the Maori
seats, even following the establishment of the MEO in 1975.
There is concern that the number of Maori seats should not be
up to individual decisions, and rather become entrenched.

“Knowing the history of it makes me more interested in it. Oh,
this actually is important. This is something | need to be
concerned about or need to take action on. Whereas if |

didn't know that history, | probably would be a bit blasé about

it.” Less engaged tane, 18-25, Te Moana-a-Toi

"it gave you the importance of why your vote counts the more
Maori people on the electoral than the more seats in
parliament which gives us more power and more say." Less
engaged, Female, 40+, Te Tai Tokerau

“In 1867 there was four seats, in 2022 there was
seven. It seems to be a long time to have gained only three
seats. And what | want to know is can they go higher than
seven? Or is there a number on how many Ma&ori seats they
can have in Parliament?” Less engaged wahine, 40+, Te Tai
Tokerau

“In terms of the numbers, how more people on the Maori roll,
the more seats we would get. That doesn't sit well with me.
We've still only got seven seats.” More engaged tane, 40+,

Tairawhiti
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