
 

 

31 May 2024 
 
Kendra Cox 
fyi-request-26689-87893903@requests.fyi.org.nz 
 
Dear Kendra 
 
Thank you for your information request dated 9 May 2024. You asked for the following: 
 

• Please release any information held by your Office regarding the possible 
implementation of Young Offender Military Academies. If different terms have been 
used to name or describe the programme included in Nationals coalition agreement 
under "Young Offender Military Academy", e.g., "youth boot camps", "boot camps", 
"military camps", and so on, please include those in this release. 

 

• Please include any draft or final policy documents, evidence briefs, research, 
costings, advice, or pilot implementation plans held by your Office in regards to this 
possible implementation.  

 

• Please include any communications between your Office and Oranga Tamariki, 
including but not limited to the CE and deputy CE team, and the leadership of the 
five youth justice residences Korowai Manaaki, Whakatakapokai, Te Maioha o 
Parekarangi, Te Au rere a te Tonga, and Te Puna Wai o Tuhinapo. 

 
Your request has been treated in accordance with the Official Information Act 1982 
(the Act).  
 
In responding to your request, I note that the Military-style Academies are still under 
design. Details about the Academies are under active consideration and final 
decisions will be announced in due course.  
 
I have addressed the parts of your request in turn. 
 
Draft or final policy documents, evidence briefs, research, costings, advice, or pilot 
implementation plans 
 
The following documents have been identified as being within scope of your request, 
and are enclosed as Appendix A: 

• B-0004 A3: Oranga Tamariki Deep Dive Two – Youth Crime 

• B-0029 Briefing: Advice on the Introduction of Military Academies 



 

 

• B-0059 Aide Memoire: Meeting with Ministers of Defence and Police 31 January 
– Military Academies 

• A document provided by Oranga Tamariki on 23 February 2024 entitled Military 
Academies. 

• Excerpts, in accordance with section 16(1)(e) of the Act, of Weekly Reports 
provided to me, dated 15 December 2023, 26 January 2024, 9 February 2024, 
23 February 2024, 1 March 2024, 8 March 2024, 15 March 2024, 22 March 2024, 
12 April 2024 and 3 May 2024.  

 
Parts of the above documents have been withheld under the following sections of the 
Act: 

• 9(2)(f)(iv), to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which 
protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and 
officials; 

• 9(2)(g)(i), to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 
frank expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or 
members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service 
agency or organisation in the course of their duty; 

• 9(2)(g)(ii), to maintain the effective contact of public affairs through the protection 
of such Ministers, members of organisations, officers, and employees from 
improper pressure or harassment. 

 
The following documents were also identified as being within scope of your request 
and have been withheld in full under section 9(2)(f)(iv), as they are under active 
consideration. Some titles of the documents have also been partially withheld under 
section (2)(f)(iv), as indicated by “[…]”: 

• B-0107 (Young Serious Offender and Military-Style Academy Legislative 
Options) 

• B-0115 Military-Style Academy Pilot – High-level Design – dated 22 March 202 

• B-0119 […] Youth Serious Offender declaration and Military-Style Academies 
– dated 8 April 2024 

• B-0125 YSO and MSAs: Follow up from Ministers’ meeting 20 March 2024 – 
dated 21 March 2024 

• B-0143 […] Military-Style Academies Pilot High-Level Design  

• B-0152 […] Youth Serious Offender declaration and Military-Style Academies 

• Weekly report entries for 5 April 2024 and 26 April 2024 

• Briefings and advice prepared in preparation for Budget 2024. 
 
Communications between my Office and Oranga Tamariki 
 
Appendix B contains communications between my Office and Oranga Tamariki that 
have been identified as being in scope of your request.  
 
Items of correspondence that relate to matters under active consideration, including 
correspondence that directly relates to the above-mentioned briefings that have been 
withheld in full, have been withheld under section 9(2)(f)(iv).  



 

 

As required under section 9(1) of the Act, I have considered the public interest in 
releasing the information withheld. I do not consider the public interest considerations 
favouring the release of this information are sufficient to outweigh the need to withhold 
at this time. 
 
You have the right under section 28(3) to seek an investigation and review by the 
Ombudsman of this decision. Information about how to make a complaint is available 
at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Hon Karen Chhour 
Minister for Children 

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
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Young Serious Offender (YSO) 

Military Academy for YSO 

There are two high-level options for creating a YSO category. 

Option 1: 

[Recommended]

Option 2: 

Key points and risks  
 Government, iwi, and community organisations need to provide more intensive, 

evidence-based, and longer-term services to address the underlying drivers of
offending behaviour for this cohort, which often includes unmet health, housing 
and educational needs. 

There are three high-level options for a military academy programme for young people.
Option 1: 

Option 1a: 

Option 2: 

Option 2A:

Option 3: 

Key points and risks
 Evidence tells us that military academies alone are not effective at reducing

recidivism for youth offenders.

 A military academy could take various forms and involve community and/or iwi 
Māori organisations. Providing rehabilitative and transition support, trauma-
informed approaches, and building in components of best practice is considered 
essential if military academies progress (alternatively other programmes 
incorporating these elements could be progressed).

 There will be an impact on a range of departments and trade-offs will need to be 
made, we recommend consulting relevant Ministers regarding this advice. 

B-0004 A3: Oranga Tamariki Deep Dive Two - Youth Crime
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The Aurora Centre, 56 The Terrace, Wellington 6011 – Telephone +64 4 916 3300 

IN-CONFIDENCE 

Aide Memoire: Meeting with Ministers of Defence and Police 31 January – 
Military Academies   

To Hon Karen Chhour, Minister for Children 

Date 30 January 2024 Deadline n/a 

Report number B-0059 Priority High 

Key contact 
Tusha Penny, Deputy 
Chief Executive 
Transformation and 
Residences  

Contact number 

Second contact Charlotte Beaglehole, 
General Manager Policy Contact number 

Security Budget-Sensitive 

Wednesday, 31 January 2023, 1:00-1:30pm

Purpose  This Aide Memoire provides background information ahead of your meeting with the 
Ministers of Police and Defence on 31 January 2024 to discuss key decisions relating to 
the introduction of a new military academy programme, including a pilot programme 
starting in 2024.  

This follows the meeting held on 23 January 2024 with Ministers Goldsmith and Mitchell 
where initial decisions were made to progress changes to the youth justice system in line 
with the Government’s 100-day priorities. 

Expected 
Attendees 

Hon Judith Collins, Minister of Defence 
Hon Mark Mitchell, Minister of Police  
Hon Karen Chhour, Minister for Children 

From Oranga Tamariki: 
Chappie Te Kani, Chief Executive  
Tusha Penny, Deputy Chief Executive – Transformation and Residences 

Background Justice Sector Ministers met on 23 January 2024 and discussed initial decisions to 
progress with the introduction of a military academy programme as a response to serious 
and persistent youth offending as part of the Government’s 100-day plan.  
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Officials are working on these issues. 

Funding 
Information or 
Data 

 

Next Steps   
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Attachments Appendix One: Talking Points 

 
Sign-off Sign-off 
Oranga Tamariki Minister 
 

 
 
Tusha Penny 
Deputy Chief Executive 
Transformation and Residences  
Date signed: 29/ 01/ 2024 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Hon Karen Chhour 
Minister for Children 
Date signed: 

 
Minister comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Satisfaction 
Please select your level of satisfaction with this Aide Memoire 

☐  Outstanding           ☐  Good            ☐  Acceptable            ☐  Poor            ☐  Unacceptable 
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Appendix One: Talking Points  

Talking Points: Military Academy Programme:  

Scene-Setting 

• Following the direction in the 100-day Plan, Justice Sector Ministers, including myself, 
have agreed in principle that we wish to explore the introduction of a military academy 
programme as part of a broader package of measures to crack down on serious youth 
offending. 

• We will be looking to introduce legislation for the establishment of a Young Serious 
Offender Category    

  
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 

  

Role of agencies, including NZDF 

• I understand that Oranga Tamariki has been engaging with the NZDF, alongside the 
Ministry of Justice, Police, and Corrections, to understand past experiences of military-
style activity programmes, and what capacity the NZDF might have to support the 
delivery of any new military academy programme. 
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IN-CONFIDENCE 

Military Academies 

• Initial advice has been provided and the Minister has directed officials to
progress enhanced measures to respond to our most serious and persistent
young offenders.  These include the establishment of military academies and
the creation of a new Young Serious Offender designation.

• Legislation changes are required to enable stronger consequences for young
people who are committing crimes.

• Research shows that therapeutic and rehabilitative support are also required
to reduce risk of reoffending.

• A cross-agency response to youth crime is vital.

• It is important that youth are engaged in school, training or meaningful
employment and that they are receiving the appropriate supports, including
mental health services.

• Families of young offenders may also require support to address underlying
issues which may be driving their children’s offending.

• Legislative changes are being worked through. Progressing these at pace is a
coalition priority.

• In the meantime, a pilot for a military-style academy is being developed and is
intended to be operating from the middle of this year.

• Officials from Oranga Tamariki, Justice, Police, Defence, Social Development
and Health are working together to develop the approach for the military-style
academy pilot. Other experts, such as the Chief Science Advisor for the
Justice Sector and advocates for care- experienced youth have also been
invited to participate.

• The development of the pilot will draw on lessons from previous forms of
military academies, requirements, actions and options to operationalise
military-style academies within existing legislative settings, and operational
readiness. Research shows the importance of programmes that include
counselling, and have a primary focus on rehabilitation will are more effective
in reducing re-offending. The pilot will also focus on transitioning young
people from a military-style academy to ensure that they are well-supported
and have options to enable them to reach their full potential.

• The pilot will have a military-style component as well rehabilitative and
trauma-informed care approach to help these young people turn their lives
around and reduce their risk of reoffending.

Advice provided by Oranga Tamariki - 23 February 2024



 

 

IN-CONFIDENCE 

Dates for co-design workshops: 
The co-design workshops are scheduled for the following dates, the Minister would be welcome to attend any of the following workshops in part or full: 

• 23 February – 9:00am – 3:00pm 

• 1 March – 9:00am – 3:00pm 

• 6 March 9:00 – 3:00pm 

• 15 March 9:00am – 3:00pmThe below diagram shows the approach to each session.  
 

 



Weekly Report – 15 December 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Report – 26 January 2024 
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Weekly Report – 9 February 2024 

s9(2)(f)(iv)
s9(2)(f)(iv)

s9(2)(f)(iv)



Weekly Report – 23 February 2024 

Military-style Academies  
The development of the approach to a Military-style Academy pilot is progressing 
well. Since the previous weekly report update on 9 February,

 

 

Nominations were received from Police, New Zealand Defence Force, Health New 
Zealand, Ministry of Justice, and the Ministry of Social Development for subject 
matter experts to provide expertise into the design and oversight of the programme 
and curriculum through a series of workshops. Other experts have also been 
invited to the workshops, including Dr Ian Lambie, Chief Science Advisor for the 
Justice Sector, Dr Nicola Atwool, Associate Professor of Social and Community 
Work at Otago University, as well as the Chief Executive of VOYCE – Whakarongo 
Mai, Tracie Shipton. 

The first workshop is Friday, 23 February, with the series of workshops running 
across five weeks. The workshops will focus on lessons from previous forms of 
military academies, requirements, actions and options to operationalise military 
academies within existing legislative settings, and operational readiness.  

We are also establishing cross-agency steering and governance groups. Following 
the workshops, the governance group will endorse a high-level design, 
implementation plan, and readiness criteria for consideration by joint Ministers.   

Work has also progressed on the development of pilot site selection criteria. We 
have provided your office with an overview of progress on recently made decisions, 
next steps, and timeframes for implementation of military-style academies this week. 
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Weekly Report – 1 March 2024 

Military-Style Academies 
The first co-design, multi-agency workshop on military-style academies was held on 
23 February 2024.  

The workshop provided a good starting point and opportunity to learn lessons from 
research and similar military academy initiatives. Workshop participants discussed the 
key principles and objectives of the military-style academies and commenced working 
through the scope and operational readiness considerations.  

  Subsequent 
workshops will include working through requirements to be operationally ready to 
deliver a safe and effective pilot by this time. 

You attended one of these workshops on 1 March which focussed on a more detailed 
analysis of operational readiness considerations. The remaining workshops are 
scheduled for the 6 and 15 March.  

There is an opportunity, subject to your availability, for you to attend the 15 March 
workshop.  Should you be available, we recommend you consider inviting Hon Mark 
Mitchell and Hon Paul Goldsmith to attend also. It would be useful for the cross-agency 
participants to receive feedback from you on the design elements that have been 
developed at that point. 

s9(2)(f)(iv)



Military-Style Academies 
The second multi-agency co-design workshop on military-style academies took place 
on 1 March 2024 which you attended. We shared a draft mission statement, 
objectives, design principles and scope and started to explore design requirements 
related to the academy lifecycle from sentencing to transition and support, programme 
activities, and requirements of kaimahi and partners. There were presentations from 
Professor Ian Lambie on “markers of success”, and NZ Defence Force provided insight 
into the set-up of the Limited Service Volunteer course. It was beneficial for all agency 
representatives to hear directly from you on your aspirations for military-style 
academies, and they appreciated your guidance and support for some of the concepts 
that were discussed. 

The third workshop was held on 6 March and focused on high-level design and 
requirements for physical location and environment, safety and security, data and 
information. The fourth workshop is scheduled for 15 March and will bring together 
all aspects of the high-level design (including where possible, providing options) 
and explore what will be required to be ready for the pilot to commence. We 
welcome any suggestions you have for additional people to attend the workshops. 
The outputs from all workshops will be collated into a decision document for 
consideration by a cross-agency governance group, yourself, and other interested 
Ministers. 

Alongside the multi-agency workshops we have commenced work on detailed design, 
 

Weekly Report - 8 March 2024
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Weekly Report – 15 March 2024 

Military-style academies Pilot  

The final cross-agency workshop is scheduled to take place on 15 March with the focus 
being on operational readiness requirements and moving into detailed design for the pilot. It 
is intended that the cross-agency Governance Group meets next week to consider the 
outputs from the workshops and the high-level design for endorsement. A briefing is being 
prepared and will be provided to you by 22 March 2024.  

Resource mapping is underway to outlining the resourcing required to operationalise the 
military-style academy. We will continue to refine this as the detailed design is completed. 

We continue to engage with providers of similar style academies/programmes to understand 
their structure, approaches, and key challenges to consider as part of the design of the 
military-style academies pilot.   

. 
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Weekly Report – 22 March 2024 

Military-style Academy 

The final cross-agency high-level design workshop took place on 15 March 2024. The outputs 

from all four workshops have informed a briefing to you on the high-level design, provided to 

your office on 22 March 2024. 

The Executive Sponsor, Deputy Chief Executive, Tusha Penny, has met with all the 

workstream leads this week to clarify the scope and milestones for the detailed design. It is 

intended that the core members of the cross-agency high-level design workshops continue to 

be actively engaged in the detailed design.  
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Weekly Report – 12 April 2024 

Military-style Academies (MSA) Pilot 

Work on the detailed design continues to progress at pace based on the high-level design, 
which was provided to your office on 22 March 2024 (B-0115 refers).  
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Weekly Report – 3 May 2024 

Military-Style Academies Pilot 

The curriculum for the  academy is being developed 

with support from the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF).  
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From: Rebekah Cameron
To: Jane Fletcher
Cc: Jerome de Vries; Julie Miller; Debbie Bell; Ministerial Support
Subject: Re: Young Serious Offenders meeting - 23 January "24 - action points
Date: Wednesday, 24 January 2024 11:16:13 AM
Attachments: image002.jpg

IN-CONFIDENCE

Thanks Jane 

I'll do a check in with Tusha and Emily and confirm. 

Nga mihi Beks 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Jane Fletcher 
Sent: Wednesday, January 24, 2024 10:57 AM
To: Rebekah Cameron
Cc: Jerome de Vries  Julie Miller

; Debbie Bell  Ministerial Support
<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxx.xx>
Subject: Young Serious Offenders meeting - 23 January '24 - action points

Kia ora Beks

Below are the decisions taken at the Ministers’ meeting yesterday on Young Serious Offenders
and Military Academies. Can we please have a weekly report entry for this week setting out next
steps ie how we will deliver what was decided at the meeting.

Decisions:

Next step is Minister Chhour to meet with Minister Collins to discuss
approach, Minister Mitchell will be invited too (Minister’s office will
arrange)
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Happy for you to check the above with Tusha and Emily.

Thanks
Jane.

Jane Fletcher
Chief Advisor (Private Secretary) Children | Office of Hon Karen
Chhour
Minister for Children | Prevention of Family & Sexual Violence

  Website: www.Beehive,govt.nz
Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand

------------------------------- This email message is intended solely for the person or entity to
which it is addressed. The information it contains may be confidential and legally
privileged. Any retransmission, dissemination or other sharing of the contents of this email
with unauthorised persons may be unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please
notify us immediately and destroy all copies of this email. Thank you. Oranga Tamariki-
Ministry for Children accepts no responsibility for changes made to this email or to any
attachments after transmission. ------------------------------
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From: Jane Fletcher
To: Rebekah Cameron
Cc: Jerome de Vries; Julie Miller; Ministerial xxxxxxx@xx.xxxx.xx ; Debbie Bell
Subject: Military academies - note of meeting on 31 January 2024
Date: Friday, 2 February 2024 7:38:35 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg

Kia ora Beks
 
On Wednesday 31 January Ministers of Defence, Police and Children met to discuss military
academies. 

 
The discussion included:

It was agreed
Oranga Tamariki will take the lead on developing the approach to military academies
working alongside Police and NZDF.

Next steps
Could we please have a weekly report entry reflecting what was agreed and setting out
next steps? It should include an estimate of when Ministers can expect a briefing 

  
 
Happy to discuss, thanks
Jane.
 
 

Jane Fletcher
Chief Advisor (Private Secretary) Children | Office of Hon Karen Chhour
Minister for Children | Prevention of Family & Sexual Violence
 

  Website: www.Beehive,govt.nz
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Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand
 

 
 





From: Jane Fletcher
To: Ministerial Support
Cc: Rebekah Cameron; Julie Miller; Jerome de Vries; Debbie Bell
Subject: RE: Draft paragraph for checking re. YSOs and military academies - response by close of play today please.
Date: Monday, 12 February 2024 5:15:34 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.jpg

Thank you!
 

From: Ministerial Support <xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxx.xx> 
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2024 3:48 PM
To: Jane Fletcher 
Cc: Rebekah Cameron ; Julie Miller 
Ministerial Support <xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxx.xx>; Jerome de Vries

; Debbie Bell 
Subject: Draft paragraph for checking re. YSOs and military academies - response by close of play
today please.
 

IN-CONFIDENCE
 
Kia ora Jane
 
Please see below the edited paragraph.
 

The 100-day Plan directed officials to report to Ministers in mid-January on options to
crack down on serious youth offending, including the establishment of Young Offender
Military Academies.  This advice was provided to the Ministers for/of Children, Justice,
Police, Corrections and Defence.
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Thanks
Jess

 
Jessica Hosie
Senior Advisor | Ministerial Support | Quality Practice and Experiences | National Office
Level 16 The Aurora Centre, 56 – 66 The Terrace, Wellington |
PO Box 546, Wellington 6140

 

From: Jane Fletcher 
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2024 9:05:50 AM
To: Rebekah Cameron 
Cc: Julie Miller ; Ministerial Support <xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxx.xx >;
Debbie Bell ; Jerome de Vries 
Subject: Draft paragraph for checking re. YSOs and military academies - response by close of play
today please.
 
Kia ora Beks
 
DPMC have asked me for a paragraph regarding next steps on Young Serious Offending and
military academies for their 100 day plan tracker. Can you please check the following and include
the key dates before I check this with the Minister?:
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Thanks
Jane.
 
 
 

Jane Fletcher
Chief Advisor (Private Secretary) Children | Office of Hon Karen Chhour
Minister for Children | Prevention of Family & Sexual Violence
 

  Website: www.Beehive,govt.nz
Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand
 

 
 
 

 
------------------------------- This email message is intended solely for the person or entity to which it
is addressed. The information it contains may be confidential and legally privileged. Any
retransmission, dissemination or other sharing of the contents of this email with unauthorised
persons may be unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify us immediately and
destroy all copies of this email. Thank you. Oranga Tamariki-Ministry for Children accepts no
responsibility for changes made to this email or to any attachments after transmission. -------------
-----------------
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From: Rebekah Cameron
To: Jane Fletcher; Jerome de Vries
Cc: Ministerial Support
Subject: Workshop information
Date: Wednesday, 28 February 2024 1:36:11 PM
Attachments: Military-style Academies Workshop #2 - Pre-read.pdf

IN-CONFIDENCE

Hi Jane 

Please see attached further info on the workshop. 

Please let me know if there is anything else you require. 

Nga mihi 

Beks 
------------------------------- This email message is intended solely for the person or entity to
which it is addressed. The information it contains may be confidential and legally
privileged. Any retransmission, dissemination or other sharing of the contents of this email
with unauthorised persons may be unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please
notify us immediately and destroy all copies of this email. Thank you. Oranga Tamariki-
Ministry for Children accepts no responsibility for changes made to this email or to any
attachments after transmission. ------------------------------



Start End Time Item

09.00am 09.10am 00:10 Welcome

09.10am 9:30am 00.20

Workshop #1 Playback

- Vision, Mission & Objectives

- Design Principles

- Design Components

9:30am 10:00am 00.30 Menti and group discussion

10.00am 10.40am 00.40 Design Considerations

10.40am 11:00am 00:20 Break

11:00am 11.30am 00.30

Round 1: Design Breakouts:

- Group 1: Rangatahi & Whānau

- Group 2: Support & Services

11.30am 12:30pm 01.00 Round 1: Playback and Group Discussion

12.30pm 1.00pm 00:30 Lunch

1.00pm 1:30pm 00:30

Round 2: Design Breakouts:

- Group 1: Life-cycle

- Group 2: Kaimahi & Partners

1:30pm 2:30pm 1:00 Round 2: Playback and Group Discussion

2:30pm 2.40pm 00:10 Next steps

2.40pm 3.00pm 00:20 Reflections

Agenda | Workshop 3
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From: Rebekah Cameron
To: Jane Fletcher
Cc: Jerome de Vries; Annabelle Tukia; Julie Miller; Ministerial Support
Subject: RE: Draft press release for fact checking - serious youth offending - cop today Thurs 29 Feb
Date: Monday, 4 March 2024 12:05:22 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

IN-CONFIDENCE
 
Kia ora Jane – This is factually correct.
 
Nga mihi
 
Beks Cameron
Director, Office of the Chief Executive
 
Level 14 The Aurora Centre, 56 – 66 The Terrace, Wellington |
PO Box 546, Wellington 6140

   

 

From: Jane Fletcher  
Sent: Friday, March 1, 2024 3:56 PM
To: Rebekah Cameron 
Cc: Jerome de Vries  Annabelle Tukia

 Julie Miller ; Ministerial Support
<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxx.xx>
Subject: RE: Draft press release for fact checking - serious youth offending - cop today Thurs 29
Feb
 

Just a reminder on this. We need it back first thing Monday the 4th. Thanks.
 

From: Rebekah Cameron  
Sent: Thursday, February 29, 2024 1:46 PM
To: Jane Fletcher 
Cc: Jerome de Vries ; Annabelle Tukia

 Julie Miller Ministerial Support
<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxx.xx >
Subject: RE: Draft press release for fact checking - serious youth offending - cop today Thurs 29
Feb
 

IN-CONFIDENCE
 
Thanks Jane we are on to this and will come back asap
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Nga mihi

Beks Cameron
Director, Office of the Chief Executive

Level 14 The Aurora Centre, 56 – 66 The Terrace, Wellington |
PO Box 546, Wellington 6140

   

From: Jane Fletcher  
Sent: Thursday, February 29, 2024 1:24 PM
To: Rebekah Cameron 
Cc: Jerome de Vries Annabelle Tukia

; Julie Miller ; Ministerial Support
<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxx.xx >
Subject: Draft press release for fact checking - serious youth offending - cop today Thurs 29 Feb

Kia ora Beks

Please see below press release that is proposed to be released next week. Can Oranga Tamariki
please fact check it please? Please get back to us by close of play today.

Thanks
Jane.

Hon Karen Chhour
Minster for Children

 X March 2024

Govt cracking down on serious youth offending

The coalition Government has made steps towards delivering on its promise to
create Young Offender Military Academies, Minister for Children Karen Chhour
says.

“As part of the 100-day plan, the government made it clear it was going to crack
down on serious youth offending,” says Minister Chhour.  
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The Government is developing enhanced measures to respond to the most
serious and persistent young offenders. 

This includes the establishment of military-style academies and the creation of a
new Young Serious Offender designation.

“A pilot for a military-style academy intends to be operating from the middle of this
year. It will have a military-style component as well as a rehabilitative and trauma-
informed care approach to help these young people turn their lives around and
reduce their risk of reoffending.

“Oranga Tamariki will lead and deliver the programme, working with providers
where they have appropriate capability and expertise, and alongside other
government departments in a multi-agency approach to ensure it is a well-rounded
programme.

“I’m confident this programme will deliver the real change needed for many youth
offenders. It will show them actually, there are consequences for their actions, but
also that with a disciplined and structured environment they can turn their life
around.  

“I am excited to be working alongside my Ministerial colleagues Hon Paul
Goldsmith, Hon Judith Collins and Hon Mark Mitchell to tackle this problem.”

Legislative changes are required to enable stronger consequences for young
people who are committing crimes and they are currently being worked through.

Media contact: Kirsty Lawrence -  (Hon Chhour)

------------------------------- This email message is intended solely for the person or entity to which it
is addressed. The information it contains may be confidential and legally privileged. Any
retransmission, dissemination or other sharing of the contents of this email with unauthorised
persons may be unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify us immediately and
destroy all copies of this email. Thank you. Oranga Tamariki-Ministry for Children accepts no
responsibility for changes made to this email or to any attachments after transmission. -------------
-----------------
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