
RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



6

the adjoining landowner by a survey company based in Auckland and survey information given to DOC, DOC 
has carried out a second survey by a local survey company to confirm land boundaries of the PCL, this 
indicated that the survey by the adjoining landowner was correct.  

 Has DoC put in place steps to protect passage to urupa and other wahi tapu areas where passage 
crosses land it is responsible for managing? The access to Urupa is on the adjoining landowners private 
property once it leaves the northern Oke bay reserve boundary, DOC has a comprehensive Heritage 
strategy to protect Heritage on PCL (Andi might want to say something here). 

The passage to the urapa is owned by the adjacent landowner Mr Batchelor(not sure I would mention names), 
the marginal strip (Oke bay Scenic reserve, not marginal strip) after the survey confirmed most of it has 
disappeared over time ( cliff face) Access to both the urupa and the Cape Brett Walkway crosses the adjoining 
landowners private property as indicated in surveys (I wouldn’t say the cliff face has eroded or disappeared, 
that is just an assumption) 

 Has DoC received complaints about or from Mr Batchelor? 
Yes, our understanding is there has been some discussion with representatives of 3b2Trust around access. 
3B2 Trust administer the lands that the walk traverses through. 3B2 trust manages the land on behalf of the 
hapu’s , Both 3B2 trust and the Cape Brett walkways trust that manages the walkway on their behalf have 
been in discussions with the adjoining landowner, I believe only 15% of the walk is PCL. (Not sure about 15%, 
probably close but I would say there is public access to Oke bay through Oke bay scenic reserve and a piece of 
PCL being Manawahuna Scenic reserve at the far end of the peninsula where the visitor hut and Lighthouse is, 
maybe supply a map showing land tenure would help with a lot of the questions) 
 
 
 
Nga mihi 

  
 
Thanks for responding    
 
How is your team placed for responding given that you’re in a cyclone impacted area? As noted below it’s likely that 

 will proceed with the story regardless, but I can push back or see if he will delay if you’re unable to respond.  
 

 
 

From:    @doc.govt.nz>  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 March 2023 12:04 pm 
To:  doc.govt.nz>;   < doc.govt.nz> 
Cc: Bay Of Islands Mailbox <xxxxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxxx.xx > 
Subject: FW: Cape Brett walk 
 
Kia Ora   one for you.  
 
Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer  
 
On 14/03/2023 9:49 am,  doc.govt.nz> wrote:  
Kia ora    
 
Hope you’re the right person to contact but apologies if not – I’m fishing around for the right contact in   absence. 
We’ve had this enquiry from  , below.  
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I understand you’re prioritising cyclone response at the moment so if you and your team (or whichever district this falls 
in) are unable to respond we can push back. Just noting that   is a senior investigative reporter and unlikely to wait 
for our story to publish.  
 

 
 
 

From:  >  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 March 2023 9:08 am 
To: Media <Media@doc.govt.nz> 
Subject: Cape Brett walk 
 

Hi there, 
 

I'm writing about disputes between long‐time Rawhiti residents and a relatively new arrival, Julian Batchelor 
of 147 Rawhiti Road, Rawhiti. 
 

The Cape Brett track from Rawhiti runs alongside Mr Batchelor's property and there appears to be some 
dispute over where his boundary ends and DoC's begins. This has resulted in instances in which Mr Batchelor 
has ‐ according to walkers ‐ asked for $5 from people on the track because they are walking on "his" land. 
 

Kaumatua of Ngati Kuta have told me of the boundary dispute and the need for DoC to survey the area to 
work out exactly where Mr Batchelor's boundary is. This is seen as a pressing matter given complaints about 
Mr Batchelor to Far North District Council and Heritage NZ after earthworks were said to have exceeded 
consents and caused damage or risked damage to wahi tapu sites neighbouring his property. 
 

I would like to know: 
 Is DoC aware a neighbour has been seeking payment from hikers? 
 Is DoC going to survey the land and establish firm boundaries? 
 Has DoC put in place steps to protect passage to urupa and other wahi tapu areas where passage 

crosses land it is responsible for managing? 
 Has DoC received complaints about or from Mr Batchelor? 

Could you please come back to me by midday tomorrow? 
 

 

NZ Herald 
 

 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
This email and any attachments are strictly confidential and subject to copyright. They may contain privileged 
information. If you are not the intended recipient please delete the message and notify the sender. You should not read, 
copy, use, change, alter or disclose this email or its attachments without authorisation. The company and any related or 
associated companies do not accept any liability in connection with this email and any attachments including in 
connection with computer viruses, data corruption, delay, interruption, unauthorised access or unauthorised 
amendment. Any views expressed in this email and any attachments do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
company or the views of any of our related or associated companies.  
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Any information contained in this e‐mail in relation to an advertising booking are subject to, and should be read in 
conjunction with, our standard advertising Terms & Conditions  
 
NZME Ltd / NZME Holdings Ltd / NZME Publishing Ltd / NZME Radio Ltd / NZME Educational Media Ltd  
______________________________________________________________________ 
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The passage to the urapa is owned by the adjacent landowner the marginal strip (Oke bay 
Scenic reserve, not marginal strip) after the survey confirmed most of it has disappeared over 
time ( cliff face) Access to both the urupa and the Cape Brett Walkway crosses the adjoining 
landowners private property as indicated in surveys  
Has DoC received complaints about or from Mr Batchelor?  
Yes, our understanding is there has been some discussion with representatives of 3b2Trust 
around access. 3B2 Trust administer the lands that the walk traverses through. 3B2 trust 
manages the land on behalf of the hapu’s , Both 3B2 trust and the Cape Brett walkways trust 
that manages the walkway on their behalf have been in discussions with the adjoining 
landowner, there is public access to Oke bay through Oke bay scenic reserve and a piece of PCL 
being Manawahuna Scenic reserve at the far end of the peninsula where the visitor hut and 
Lighthouse is, maybe supply a map showing land tenure would help with a lot of the questions)  

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is 
confidential or subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified 
that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If 
you received this email in error, please notify us immediately and erase all copies of the 
message and attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank you. 
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Tena koe    

My apologies for not reverting following your reply to mine. 

 

I appreciate very much this response, since it informs the parties of any next steps that could potentially be pursued. 

It would appear that from ‘common knowledge’ the agreement of the former owner to a right of passage over the 
property (folio 31 dated 1936) was physically put into effect with such a walkway maintained by the users for 
pedestrian purposes accessing the urupa. It is unfortunate this walkway appears not to have been legally created. 

Presentation of this Minute Book information to any resource consent hearing could enable the territorial authority to 
consider placing a consent notice that creates a legal instrument as I noted below [esplanade strip or access strip (an 
RMA instrument‐section 232 Resource Management Act 1991)] to formally protect this intention. 

Nga mihi 

 

 

Department of Conservation 

Otepoti/Dunedin Office 
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From: >
Sent: Tuesday, 23 November 2021 1:15 pm
To:
Subject: Re: Julian Bachelor

Nga mihi, thank you   for your quick response and for offering a letter of support for the new entranceway at 
Kaingahoa Marae, that would be much appreciated. The 3B2 Trust have acknowledged it makes absolute sense as the 
monitoring can be so much better organised.  
 
On the JB issue, he has continued to flout his way around everything and we have been fighting with Council for years 
over them allowing him to do the mahi on his property and pay the fine later, it's the way lots of people operate. In no 
uncertain terms he has proclaimed that we need him and we are the ones benefiting from his kind gesture of allowing 
the track to go through his property.  
 
If you do come out please don't hesitate to call in at our place we would love to have a catch up and this weather is so 
wonderful who wouldn't want to be by the beach 
 

 
 
On Tue, 23 Nov 2021 at 08:07,   < doc.govt.nz> wrote: 

Morena  ,  

No invoice but a clear suggestion of one! Must admit was very surprised. Cant provide more detail at the moment re 
the request as I have not communicated with Mr Beltcher re his email to me, that did cover a range of matters.  

Really pleased to hear of the re‐routing of the entranceway to the track, I’m sure walkers will be pleased to know that 
their vehicles are in a safe place.  

Very happy to provide a letter of support for the alternative entranceway.  

Trust you and   are keeping well, looking forward to getting out there at some stage.  

Nga mihi mahana  

  

From:  >  
Sent: Monday, 22 November 2021 2:26 pm 
To:   < doc.govt.nz> 
Subject: Re: Julian Bachelor  

Tena koe    

I hope this email finds you well. I was speaking with  on the weekend and   mentioned that DOC have received 
an invoice from Julian Bachelor for the use of "his land" at Oke Bay for the start of the walk.  
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As you know Kaingahoa Marae have received permission from 3B2 to re‐route the track starting from the Marae so 
that it can be properly regulated and monitored. At the moment we have not received official notice from them but it 
is recorded in their minutes together with the agreement that   and  seek funding for the project.  

 will be attending 3B2's next hui to discuss the new track with them but would like to attend the hui armed with as 
much information as possible and would therefore ask for your confirmation of Julians request and even possibly a 
letter encouraging the re‐routing.  

Look forward to hearing from you  

Nga mihi  

  

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject to 
legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
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Thank you.  
 
Regards,   9(2)a
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On Wed, 1 Apr 2020, 7:16 PM     wrote: 

I see Julian Bachelor is clearing the bush on his property. His property is zoned as outstanding landscape. Seems to be 
taking advantage of pandemic diversion. 
Julian Bachelor has a record of flaunting District Plan rules. FNDC has been sitting on thier hands on this developer. 
Whilst he may the land, his recent survey does not reconcile with the property boundries registered to the Maori Land 
Court. Julian Bachelor continues to develop his property as a commercial function Centre. Maori being the surrounding 
land owners object to this commercial development using our lands, forests and coastline as the backdrop to his 
business. That the clearing of the surrounding nature is against the council planning rules and should be halted. There 
has been no consultation or affected party submissions. Julian Bachelor pleads ignorance and has a multiple number of 
breaches to answer and all we see is council sitting on their hands.  
 

 we need some help from DOC to step up on this kaupapa as well. The issue has the potential to escalate beyond 
just this property. There has been too much dithering on dealing with the Julian Bachelor issues and it needs to be 
brought to a head before the damage to the outstanding landscape is irreversible. Maori may well need to bring 
counsel in on this and raise the matter in our Regional Coastal Plan submissions.  

 may be good idea to share the concern with   and Compliance Team @ FNDC if at least to 
register Maori land owner concerns.  
Nga Mihi 
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 our   is working alongside   to work through the issues associated 
with the Oke Bay reserve. 

Unfortunately DOC staff are on lock down and working from home, so we are unable to carry out site visits at this 
stage, 

Nga mihi,  
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Kia piki te oranga o te ao tūroa, i roto i te ngātahitanga, ki Aotearoa.  
To work with others to increase the value of conservation for New Zealanders. 
 
www.doc.govt.nz 
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Email: xxxxxx x x@xxxxxxx.xxxx.xx   
Website:www.maorilandonline.co.nz  

 
 

 
Confidentiality notice:  
This email may contain information that is confidential or legally privileged. If you have received it by mistake, 
please: 
(1) reply promptly to that effect, and remove this email and the reply from your system; 
(2) do not act on this email in any other way. 
Thank you. 
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Regards,  

 

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject to 
legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error,  
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)
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distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
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in error, please notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We 
apologise for the inconvenience. Thank you. 

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject to 
legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
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34 Landing Road 

Kerikeri 0230 

 

Conservation leadership for our nature Tākina te hī, Tiakina, te hā o te Āo Tūroa 

www.doc.govt.nz 

s9(2)(a)
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34 Landing Road 

Kerikeri 0230 

 

Conservation leadership for our nature Tākina te hī, Tiakina, te hā o te Āo Tūroa 

www.doc.govt.nz 
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Hi   
 
The blue lines show the property boundaries. 
The reserve leg‐in from Rawhiti Road then leads to the esplanade reserve. 
I thought there may have been erosion at this interface but maybe not. 
 
There may be sufficient space for the walkway to pass over the esplanade reserve at the top of the cliff edge rather than 
on private land, but not fully along the length as Lot 5 is eroded at the south end. 
This could be an alternative‐ short term‐ if the MLC option poses difficulties. 
You can see the line of the current walkway through Lot 6, then Lot 5 then Lot 4 (reserve). 
 

 
 
 

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)
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Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject to 
legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
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The applicant has provided a comprehensive ecological assessment which suggests a number of mitigation 
methods. The assessment concludes the following: if the mitigation actions recommended above are implemented 
effectively there will be a small reduction in the overall amount of habitat, but the quality, resilience, diversity and 
integrity of the remaining vegetation at the site will be maintained via the actions proposed (removing weeds and 
pests, improving diversity via planting and reducing edge effects). The vegetation removal has not removed the 
ecological connectivity across the site because the indigenous vegetation remains connected around the cleared area. 
The retention of vegetation around the proposed shed and accommodation site would assist in maintaining 
ecological connection for all but the most sedentary of species. 
 
The affected vegetation is of moderate – low ecological value and the magnitude of effects at the ecological district 
level is very low. On that basis the level of effects is very low and provided that appropriate mitigations are 
undertaken (e.g. imposed as conditions of consent) then the effects on ecological values would be negligible (i.e. a shift 
away from baseline conditions which is barely discernible). 
 
Local context (see link below) has outlined a number of issues with the application, including the suitability of 
proposed species to be planted, visual amenity effects and cultural effects.  
 
Given the local context, a task assignment to decide whether to provide comments (and subsequently provide 
comments) to Council is considered necessary. 
 
 
 
Purpose: To decide whether to provide comments on the application, and subsequently provide comments.  
 
 
Quantity: 

 Determine a position on the proposed activity  
 Provide the appropriate comments regarding the proposed activity  
 Provide summary report to xxx@xxx.xxxx.xx  capturing nature of discussions, outputs and actions using 

the Cover Sheet and Decision Support Document    
 
Quality:  

 Utilise resources provided 
 Request changes to resources if required 
 Assess and escalate critical issues 
 Consider if discussion is required with iwi/hapu/whanau 
 Use team process 
 Ensure outcome is appropriately reported and sent to xxx@xxx.xxxx.xx  
 Ensure that effects on habitats and ecosystems are suitably mitigated 
 Liaise with iwi as necessary  
 Ensure effects on PCL are suitably mitigated 

 
 

Team Members:  
 Community Ranger 
 Biodiversity Ranger  

 
 
Link to draft application/request for comments: DOC-6697560 

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



4

 
Timeframe 
Council have requested comments by 29 June 2021. 
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Get it done online at your convenience, visit our website - www.fndc.govt.nz 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Attention: The information contained in this email (including any attachments) is intended solely for the addressee(s). It is confidential and may be legally 
privileged. If you have received this email in error you must not use, copy, disclose or distribute it or any information in it. Please simply notify the sender and 
delete or destroy all copies of the email immediately. Unless formally stated, this e-mail and any attachments do not necessarily reflect the views of the Far North 
District Council. The Far North District Council accepts no respons bility for any interception of, or changes to, our email after it leaves us. We do not accept 
respons bility for any viruses or similar carried with our email, or any effects our email may have on the recipients computer system or network. 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Far North District Council | Te Kaunihera o Tai Tokerau Ki Te Raki 
Ph. 09 401 5200 | Fax. 09 401 2137 | Email. ask.us@fndc.govt.nz 
Address. Memorial Avenue, Private Bag 752, Ka kohe 0440, New Zealand 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82

 (O
IA)



4

integrity of the remaining vegetation at the site will be maintained via the actions proposed (removing weeds and 
pests, improving diversity via planting and reducing edge effects). The vegetation removal has not removed the 
ecological connectivity across the site because the indigenous vegetation remains connected around the cleared area. 
The retention of vegetation around the proposed shed and accommodation site would assist in maintaining 
ecological connection for all but the most sedentary of species. 
 
The affected vegetation is of moderate – low ecological value and the magnitude of effects at the ecological district 
level is very low. On that basis the level of effects is very low and provided that appropriate mitigations are 
undertaken (e.g. imposed as conditions of consent) then the effects on ecological values would be negligible (i.e. a shift 
away from baseline conditions which is barely discernible). 
 
Local context (see link below) has outlined a number of issues with the application, including the suitability of 
proposed species to be planted, visual amenity effects and cultural effects.  
 
Given the local context, a task assignment to decide whether to provide comments (and subsequently provide 
comments) to Council is considered necessary. 
 
 
 
Purpose: To decide whether to provide comments on the application, and subsequently provide comments.  
 
 
Quantity: 

 Determine a position on the proposed activity  
 Provide the appropriate comments regarding the proposed activity  
 Provide summary report to xxx@xxx.xxxx.xx  capturing nature of discussions, outputs and actions using 

the Cover Sheet and Decision Support Document    
 
Quality:  

 Utilise resources provided 
 Request changes to resources if required 
 Assess and escalate critical issues 
 Consider if discussion is required with iwi/hapu/whanau 
 Use team process 
 Ensure outcome is appropriately reported and sent to xxx@xxx.xxxx.xx  
 Ensure that effects on habitats and ecosystems are suitably mitigated 
 Liaise with iwi as necessary  
 Ensure effects on PCL are suitably mitigated 

 
 

Team Members:  
 Community Ranger 
 Biodiversity Ranger  

 
 
Link to draft application/request for comments: DOC-6697560 
 
Timeframe 
Council have requested comments by 29 June 2021. 
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DOC - XXXXX 

1. Purpose 
To make a decision on the comments to be provided to an applicant or council.  

2.  Context 
Community Ranger to complete each section below as required. The initial context 
can be taken from Task Assignment, with additional context taken from the 
Context meeting.  

 

Description of Proposal   

High level description. Can be taken from the task assignment.  

Far North District Council has contacted DOC requesting comments on a resource 
consent application for retrospective clearance of indigenous vegetation at 147 Rawhiti 
Road, Rawhiti.  

Note that the ecological assessment refers to an area of proposed clearance additional 
to the retrospective clearance. The applicant has removed this from the application as 
per the s92 correspondence, so the application is purely retrospective.  

The site is located with a Kiwi Present Area. There are no other items noted on the site 
on DOC-GIS. The site is located adjacent to PCL – Oke Bay Scenic Reserve. The Cape 
Brett track also runs through the property.  

The applicant has provided a comprehensive ecological assessment which suggests a 
number of mitigation methods. The assessment concludes the following: if the 
mitigation actions recommended above are implemented effectively there will be a 
small reduction in the overall amount of habitat, but the quality, resilience, diversity and 
integrity of the remaining vegetation at the site will be maintained via the actions 
proposed (removing weeds and pests, improving diversity via planting and reducing 
edge effects). The vegetation removal has not removed the ecological connectivity 
across the site because the indigenous vegetation remains connected around the 
cleared area. The retention of vegetation around the proposed shed and 
accommodation site would assist in maintaining ecological connection for all but the 
most sedentary of species. 

The affected vegetation is of moderate – low ecological value and the magnitude of 
effects at the ecological district level is very low. On that basis the level of effects is very 
low and provided that appropriate mitigations are undertaken (e.g. imposed as 
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conditions of consent) then the effects on ecological values would be negligible (i.e. a 
shift away from baseline conditions which is barely discernible). 

Local context (see link below) has outlined a number of issues with the application, 
including the suitability of proposed species to be planted, visual amenity effects and 
cultural effects.  

Given the local context, a task assignment to decide whether to provide comments 
(and subsequently provide comments) to Council is considered necessary. 

 

Location/s 

147 Rawhiti Rd, Rawhiti  

 

 

Conservation Value/s 

Description of relevant values identified in the proposal. 

Site is adjacent PCL, and has a DOC walking track through the site.  

 

DOC Strategic Priorities, Policies and Plans 

Identify any policies or sections of statutory documents that are relevant to this 
proposal – for example from the NZ Coastal Policy Statement, Conservation 
Management Strategies, and Management Plans.  

Conservation Management Strategy 

NZCPS  

 

 

Other DOC approvals Required 

Identify any other approvals under DOC legislation, including the Conservation 
Act, Wildlife Act, Freshwater Fisheries Regulations. These may be listed in the task 
assignment, but there may be additional authorisations required.  
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3. Critical Issues 
List the Critical Issues from the Task Assignment, the Context Meeting, and any Check In 
meetings.  

1. How to ensure hapū engagement is considered 
2. How to understand the effects of the retrospective application, in the context of others 

and in the landscape  
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