
I R-01-23-19660 

5 September 2023 

ASE 
fyi-request-21522-901 Od72c@requests.fyi.org.nz 

Tena koe Ase 

Request for information 

Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) request of 23 June 2023. You asked 
follow up questions to your previous request IR-01-23-224 which relates to the Don't Guess the 
Yes campaign (DGTY). 

My response to each of your questions can be found below. 

1. What other organisations are involved in, and have been involved in, this
campaign?

DGTY is a New Zealand Police led sexual violence prevention campaign. This campaign is 
supported by the following agencies who enable us to best reach our communities: 

• Wellington City Council
• RespectED Aotearoa
• Rape Prevention Education (Auckland}
• Hospitality New Zealand
• Massey University (Auckland, Palmerston North and Wellington)
• Massey University Students Association (Auckland, Palmerston North and

Wellington)
• Victoria University
• Victoria University Students Association
• Auckland University

2. I have not received copies of all material used in this campaign. I have not
received information about when and how each of the materials were
used.

This question was answered in the response Police sent you dated 19 April 2023, and 
photographs of the materials used provided. More photographs of the material are attached 
to this release. 

3. I have not received information about how the campaign was initiated.

Wellington Police developed this prevention campaign in conjunction with the agencies 
mentioned above to educate people around alcohol consumption and sexual consent. DGTY 
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Bars on Courtenay Place: 

1. The Tasting Room 
2. The Champagneria 
3. The Establishment?????? 
4. Siglo 
5. El Horno 
6. Mini Bar 
7. MishMosh 
8. The Malthouse 
9. The Ballroom 
10. The Pow Wow 
11. The Residence 
12. Moustache 
13. The Birdcage 

 

14. The Garden Bar 
15.  The Grand 
16. Mermaids? 
17. Jack Hackets 
18. Dirty Little Secret 
19. Four Kings 
20. Dreamgirls???? 
21. The Library  

 
Bars on Blair Street: 
 

1. Bettys Bar 
2. Red Square 

 
Bars on Allen Street 
 

1. Circus Bar 
2. The Fringe Bar 

 
Bars on Cuba Street 
 

1. JJ Murphy & Co 
2. Hotel Bristol 
3. Any down Swan Lane? 
4. Scotty and Mals Cocktail Lounge 
5. Ivy Bar 
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DGTY OVERVIEW NOTES 
 

• DGTY is a Sexual Violence Prevention Campaign run in the Wellington CBD primarily in 
festive season.    
 

• The objective is: 
o “Changing attitudes and behaviours towards sexual violence and alcohol 

consumption in 19- to 30-year-olds.”  
o Encourage and create talk about what sexual consent is  
o Be sex positive 
o Engage with hospitality – ethical bystander 
o Empower people/highlight and encourage to feel confident to intervene  
o Prevent and reduce offending and victimisation 
o Harmful behaviours and wrong doers are targeted.  
o Audience knows where to get help 

 
• The success of the campaign to due to the collaboration between Police and various 

partners: 
o WCC, Hospitality NZ, RespectED, Massey Uni, Vic Uni and their associations 

 
• Campaign was initially called #betterdecisions in Dec 2017 launched by Police. 

o Videos with Police and Bar Staff created which talked about alcohol 
consumption/sexual consent/sexual violence in the city.  

o Posters relating to these videos created  
o In Jan 2018 board formed and the DGTY was created with formal launch day in Feb 

2018.  
 

• Purpose of the aim: 
o To positively alter attitudes and behaviours relating to alcohol consumption and 

sexual consent, sexual violence, and harassment within our target audience. 
o Offender focused 

 
• How do we achieve the aim??? 

o Communications across a variety of forums – social media, hard copy, collateral, 
training/workshops 

o Also try and get a wider audience 
o Physically present 
o Messaging is relatable, non-accusatory, inclusive, respectful, and humorous where 

appropriate.  
o Messaging is clear and consistent via collective efforts with our partner agencies. 

 
• Going forward who are other groups we can work with to roll out the campaign  

o Sports clubs, Weltecs, Young Professionals, Sky Stadium, Taxi/Ubers, Dance Schools.  
 

• Who is our target audience? 
o 18-30 years of all genders 
o We recognise that young males are our primary audience however we relate to all 

genders and sexual preference        
 

• Target Area 
o Te Aro/Wellington CBD public houses and clubs located on: 
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 Courtneay Place 
 Allen Street 
 Blair Street 
 Cuba Street 

 
• Who are our bystanders? 

o Friends of potential offenders 
o Friends of potential victims 
o Bar/Security staff 
o Flatmates 
o Taxi/Uber drivers 

 
• What are the key messages that we want to get out in DGTY? 

o Don’t guess the yes – make sure you have consent at all stages 
o Make better decisions around sexual consent and alcohol consumption 
o Not saying no, does not mean yes. 
o Calling out the behaviour of others – “See something do something.” 
o We also want victims to know that they will be treated with respect and in 

confidence when they come forward to Police.  
 

• Why did this come about: 
o (2017) Came about due to Wellington Area recording the highest ASA offences in NZ 
o Wgtn CIB found that 70% of complaints received either didn’t know the id of the 

offender or the offender was not known to the victim prior to the offence.  
 

• Poneke Promise 
o A coordinated, community driven initiative to keep our city safe.  
o Launched in early 2021 
o The social contract is our commitment to working together in response to the 

communities’ concerns around safety in the central city.  
o Vic are part of this as are Police.  

 
• Wellington Alliance Against Sexual Violence 

o Alliance of organisations who lead the calls to curb sexual violence in the city. 
o Represent a large network of young people and students, young women, gender 

minorities and their allies.  
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Look after each other this O Week 

Please attribute to Inspector Andrea McBeth, Area Commander Hamilton City 

Police want students to have fun but be safe this Orientation Week. We want parents and caregivers 
to take note of this advice too, so they can make sure their young people have the information they 
need to be safe while still having fun.   

“We love the energy that comes when we welcome students into the city during O-week.  We know 
that when you’re meeting a whole bunch of new, exciting people and going to parties it can be easy 
to get swept up in the moment. Without planning things can come unstuck. Don’t leave your mates 
in situations where they could become isolated and unsafe. Have a plan and ensure that your new 
flatmates are on the same page. Remember to lock and secure your flat and your vehicle and secure 
your belongings.” 

If you are planning on drinking while partying, then  take note of this following advice; 

• Look after your friends and stick together. If you plan to walk, go in pairs or groups, either 
way, have a plan for getting home safely at the end of your night. 

• Have cash, EftPos card or phone app to pay for transport home or arrange a trusted sober 
driver to collect you. 

• Have a place to meet up with your friends if you get separated during the night. 
• have something substantial to eat before you head out to party. 
• Have a glass of water between each alcoholic drink.  
• Make sure your phone is fully charged.  
• Never leave your drink unattended or accept any drinks that you haven't personally seen 

poured, especially from strangers. 
• Challenge any inappropriate comments or actions from anyone and report them to bar staff, 

or police if necessary.  

We all have a responsibility to ensure our friends and loved ones are safe, so keep an eye out and 
report any concerns you have. 

Police also has a message for those who seek to take advantage of vulnerable or intoxicated people - 
do not do this. Do not allow your mates to do this either. 

Sexual assault is unacceptable. It is never the victim’s fault and should not be tolerated in any 
situation.  Police take sexual assault extremely seriously. We will respond to and investigate every 
incident reported to us.   

Remember there are liquor bans in places, so be careful where you drink. 

Call 111 in an emergency if something is happening right now, illegal or suspicious. If it’s already 
happened you can provide information via the Police non-emergency number – call 105 or go online 
at 105.police.govt.nz  Waea atu ki 111 me he ohotata, e tū ana rānei tētahi mea taihara, hihira rānei 
i taua wā tonu. Mēnā kua pahawa kē, me tuku taipitopito mā te nama ohotata-kore a Ngā 
Pirihimana - waea atu ki 105, toro ki te ipurangi ki 105.police.govt.nz rānei 

ENDS 
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Look after each other this O Week 

Please attribute to Acting Inspector Jared Kirk, Otago Coastal Prevention Manager 

Police want students to have fun but be safe this Orientation Week. We want parents and caregivers 
to take note of this advice too, so they can make sure their young people have the information they 
need to be safe while still having fun.   

“Please engage your brain before acting. We want you to enjoy all that is great about being a 
student in Dunedin, but not at the expense of someone else or someone else’s property”.  

“Our goal is for students to be safe and feel safe while having a good time and working hard,” says 
Acting Inspector Kirk, “we welcome you to our city however please leave any anti-social antics at 
home. If you are hosting a party, make sure you register it with the Good One Party register at 
‘goodone.org.nz’. That way we can work with you to ensure it is a safe event. We love the energy 
students bring to the city but please be respectful, look after yourself, and look after your mates”.  

“Remember to lock up your flat and your car, if you have one, and secure your belongings to avoid 
becoming an easy target.” 

If you are planning on drinking while partying, then  take note of this following advice; 

• Look after your friends and stick together. If you plan to walk, go in pairs or groups, either
way, have a plan for getting home safely at the end of your night.

• Have cash, EftPos card or phone app to pay for transport home or arrange a trusted sober
driver to collect you.

• Have a place to meet up with your friends if you get separated during the night.
• have something substantial to eat before you head out to party.
• Have a glass of water between each alcoholic drink.
• Make sure your phone is fully charged.
• Never leave your drink unattended or accept any drinks that you haven't personally seen

poured, especially from strangers.
• Challenge any inappropriate comments or actions from anyone and report them to bar staff,

or police if necessary.

We all have a responsibility to ensure our friends and loved ones are safe, so keep an eye out and 
report any concerns you have. 

Police also has a message for those who seek to take advantage of vulnerable or intoxicated people - 
do not do this. Do not allow your mates to do this either. 

Sexual assault is unacceptable. It is never the victim’s fault and should not be tolerated in any 
situation.  Police take sexual assault extremely seriously. We will respond to and investigate every 
incident reported to us.   

Remember there are liquor bans in places, so be careful where you drink. 

Call 111 in an emergency if something is happening right now, illegal or suspicious. If it’s already 
happened you can provide information via the Police non-emergency number – call 105 or go online 
at 105.police.govt.nz  Waea atu ki 111 me he ohotata, e tū ana rānei tētahi mea taihara, hihira rānei 
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i taua wā tonu. Mēnā kua pahawa kē, me tuku taipitopito mā te nama ohotata-kore a Ngā 
Pirihimana - waea atu ki 105, toro ki te ipurangi ki 105.police.govt.nz rānei 

ENDS 
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Look after each other this O Week 

Please attribute to Acting Inspector Shaun Lingard, Area Prevention Manager Wellington 

Police want students to have fun but be safe this Orientation Week. We want parents and caregivers 
to take note of this advice too, so they can make sure their young people have the information they 
need to be safe while still having fun.   

“Our City Community Team is engaged with the Victoria University of Wellington Students 
Association (VUWSA) and Victoria University and will offer support for their planned events which 
this year will include the traditional Toga Party for first years and Electric/Dance and Hip-Hop gigs 
during the week.  Police expect an influx of students into the CBD during the week and our goal is to 
make sure that those students are safe and enjoy what will likely be the highlight of the year for 
many of them.  It’s worth noting that a liquor ban exists throughout the entire CBD so be careful 
where you take your alcohol outside. If students find themselves in a spot of bother we’d encourage 
them to take 10, literally.  Take 10 is a late night “safe zone” for young people located on Courtney 
Place in the entertainment district.  This zone caters for those who may need to water load, charge a 
phone, or just hang out. ” 

If you are planning on drinking while partying, then  take note of this following advice; 

• Look after your friends and stick together. If you plan to walk, go in pairs or groups, either 
way, have a plan for getting home safely at the end of your night. 

• Have cash, EftPos card or phone app to pay for transport home or arrange a trusted sober 
driver to collect you. 

• Have a place to meet up with your friends if you get separated during the night. 
• have something substantial to eat before you head out to party. 
• Have a glass of water between each alcoholic drink.  
• Make sure your phone is fully charged.  
• Never leave your drink unattended or accept any drinks that you haven't personally seen 

poured, especially from strangers. 
• Challenge any inappropriate comments or actions from anyone and report them to bar staff, 

or police if necessary.  

We all have a responsibility to ensure our friends and loved ones are safe, so keep an eye out and 
report any concerns you have. 

Police also has a message for those who seek to take advantage of vulnerable or intoxicated people - 
do not do this. Do not allow your mates to do this either. 

Sexual assault is unacceptable. It is never the victim’s fault and should not be tolerated in any 
situation.  Police take sexual assault extremely seriously. We will respond to and investigate every 
incident reported to us.   

“Along with our Don’t Guess the Yes partners we are also committed to changing attitudes and 
behaviours towards alcohol consumption and sexual consent - If they are out of it, they aren’t up for 
it.” 
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Call 111 in an emergency if something is happening right now, illegal or suspicious. If it’s already 
happened you can provide information via the Police non-emergency number – call 105 or go online 
at 105.police.govt.nz  Waea atu ki 111 me he ohotata, e tū ana rānei tētahi mea taihara, hihira rānei 
i taua wā tonu. Mēnā kua pahawa kē, me tuku taipitopito mā te nama ohotata-kore a Ngā 
Pirihimana - waea atu ki 105, toro ki te ipurangi ki 105.police.govt.nz rānei 

ENDS 
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Don’t Guess The Yes – text convo ideas for Wellington roll-out 2022   
  
You at the ball yet?   
Yeah, just saw Mia   
She’s wasted, reckon I’m in.  
That’s creepy AF bro  
Hasn’t she said no before…  
  
Is Sam buying you another shot?  
Yea, doesn’t take no for an answer  
FFS. Come dance with us  
I’m coming to get you   

OMG. Thank you   
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