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  Costs incurred for John Sinclair



  
      Barry Murphy made this Official Information request
      to Ministry of Justice
  


  
      The request was partially successful.
  


      

  
    


    
      From: Barry Murphy

      
September 30, 2022
    


    

  
Dear Ministry of Justice,


John Sinclair scammed me along with a number of other victims in 2018 and was sent to prison, he was on bail when he committed the offences.


In 2019, a number of people messaged me saying they had seen him doing the same thing again and I went on to report him and get all his scam posts taken down. 


John Sinclair who was recently (2022) let out on Home Detention for scamming $284k off of 24 victims with no reparation and had been out on bail when he committed the offences.


When I went through the whole ordeal, I came to learn he was well known to police and at least every 2 years since a young teen and been in trouble with police.


My Questions:

1./ I'd like to know all the costs incurred by government for John Sinclair to date, broken down into categories where possible

- Policing costs (man hours spent each time he commits an offence).

- Court costs (the costs associated with Judges, Lawyers, tracking him down, etc).

- Jail costs (costs associated with him being in jail)

- Bail/Home Detention costs (costs associated with monitoring and check ups)

- Any other costs associated.


2./ I'd like to know the total value John Sinclair has stolen over his lifetime. The recent $287k in 2022, plus a break down by year for previous offences.


3./ If possible, I'd like to know the affects of social harm he has created. While the victims lives have completely changed, including myself, there is no way to put a dollar figure on this, but how does the justice system consider his gambling issue & that no jail sentence would help in his case. John Sinclair has clearly shown he does the same thing over and over and if I had been taken seriously in 2018 and 2019, the most recent victims would not have been in this current situation.


Yours faithfully,

Barry
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        From: OIA@justice.govt.nz


        Ministry of Justice


      
September 30, 2022
    


    

  Thank you for contacting the Official Information Act request mailbox for
 the Ministry of Justice. We will endeavour to acknowledge your
 email within 2 working days

You can find more information about how we can help you at our [1]Official
 Information Act Requests page.

Please note that by law, when you ask for official information we have to
 respond to your request as soon as reasonably practicable and no later
 than 20 working days after we receive it. 

Please send any non-OIA related emails through to
 o[2][email address] and any complaints through to
 [3][email address]

References

Visible links
 1. https://www.justice.govt.nz/about/offici...
 2. mailto:[email address]
 3. mailto:[email address]
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        From: OIA@justice.govt.nz


        Ministry of Justice


      
October 03, 2022
    


    

  Kia ora Murphy, 

Thank you for your Official Information Request regarding John Sinclair. 

Some of the questions you have asked fall within the workings of both the Department of Corrections and the New Zealand Police. 

The following questions have been transferred to the Department of Corrections:

- 1: 3 (Jail costs (costs associated with him being in jail)
- 1:4 (Bail/Home Detention costs (costs associated with monitoring and check-up)

Question 1:1 (Policing costs (man hours spent each time he commits an offence). Has been transferred to the Police. 

You will hear directly from Corrections, Ministry of Justice and Police in regards to your request. 

You can expect a response from the Ministry of Justice by 31/10/2022. 

Nga mihi, 
Rose

Ministerial Relations and Services
Strategy, Governance and Finance
DDI: +64 4 918 8800
www.justice.govt.nz
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        From: OIA@justice.govt.nz


        Ministry of Justice


      
October 04, 2022
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  Dear Barry,

 

Thank you for your OIA request received by the Ministry on 30 September
 2022 for the following:

 

1./ I'd like to know all the costs incurred by government for John
 Sinclair to date, broken down into categories where possible

- Policing costs (man hours spent each time he commits an offence).

- Court costs (the costs associated with Judges, Lawyers, tracking him
 down, etc).

- Jail costs (costs associated with him being in jail)

- Bail/Home Detention costs (costs associated with monitoring and check
 ups)

- Any other costs associated.

 

2./ I'd like to know the total value John Sinclair has stolen over his
 lifetime. The recent $287k in 2022, plus a break down by year for previous
 offences.

 

3./ If possible, I'd like to know the affects of social harm he has
 created. While the victims lives have completely changed, including
 myself, there is no way to put a dollar figure on this, but how does the
 justice system consider his gambling issue & that no jail sentence would
 help in his case. John Sinclair has clearly shown he does the same thing
 over and over and if I had been taken seriously in 2018 and 2019, the most
 recent victims would not have been in this current situation.

 

I understand you were advised that parts of question 1 of your request
 have been transferred to the Department of Corrections and New Zealand
 Police.

 

In order for us to process the remainder of your request, we require
 clarification on the following point:

 

Any other costs associated

 

Can you please clarify what you mean by any other costs? Is this just in
 relation to anything other than policing, courts, jail and bail? If you
 can refine this, it will help us to provide you with the exact information
 you require.

 

Kind revert back to us as soon as possible so we can progress your
 request.

 

Kind regards,

Risha

   

Ministerial Relations and Services

Governance and Assurance

[1]www.justice.govt.nz
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      From: Barry Murphy

      
October 04, 2022
    


    

  
Hi Risha,


Any other costs could include psychiatric assessments, impact assessments, and pretty much any cost associated with John Sinclair that the government has incurred such as the time associated with responding to this OIA; where there is a record of it. 


I ask for a breakdown as I want to know what the 

- total cost (and per year) he has incurred to the tax payer for his life in crime

- total cost (and per year) incurred for his jail (as I believe it would be cheaper to keep him locked up than being out of jail)

- I want to see how much in total damage he has done to victims vs cost to government


He is a repeat offender that the government continues to let out with little to no consequences leaving further victims each time he is released and incurring further costs to the system that could be better spent on other services.


Many thanks

Barry
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  Tēnā koe

 

I acknowledge receipt of your request below, received by Police on
 03/10/22.

 

Your reference number is IR-01-22-30378

 

You will receive a response to your request on or before 01/11/22 unless
 an extension is needed.

 

If you have any queries, please feel free to contact the IR team on
 [1][email address]

 

Ngā mihi,

 

 

Initial Assessment Officer

Information Requests
 E  [2][email address]
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        From: OIA@justice.govt.nz


        Ministry of Justice


      
October 07, 2022
    


    

  Dear Barry,

Thank you for your email. Currently, in our system we have 7 different John Sinclairs . If you could provide us with some further information such as a full name or date of birth, we will be able to identify the correct individual. Without this further information, we wouldn't be able to disclose any information due to privacy reasons.

Ngā mihi
Risha
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      From: Barry Murphy

      
October 07, 2022
    


    

  
Dear Risha,


The John Sinclair I refer to you can see a picture of him half way down the page here and you can see his most recent offending- https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/nest-egg-t...


As additional information, he was sentenced on 06/05/2019 for offending and I was rewarded reparation of $10,000. On 21 December 2021, Judge Jelas wrote to me advising he had initiated 38A of the sentencing act to cancel reparation to me.


Police case number 181129/7856 was logged by me and he was caught while out on bail. 

Another one I reported as he was doing the same thing while out on bail is 191209/2910 (see https://www.facebook.com/icepicknz/posts...). There are many more from me (where he threatened my family and I had to leave home for a few days (police didn't even call me back)) and other victims.


With these additional pieces of information, I'm sure you can link the person referred to.


Yours sincerely,


Barry
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  Good Morning Barry,

Thank you for your request dated 03/10/2022 requesting information on
 Police Reference number: IR-01-22-30378.

Your request has been considered in accordance with the Official
 Information Act 1982. Please find the attached information:

o Response letter

 

You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review our decision if you are
 not satisfied with Police's response to your request.

Your request has now been closed, should you wish to receive further
 information from Police we encourage the use of our on-line
 portal [1]https://www.police.govt.nz/advice-servic....

 

If you need to contact the Information Request Team you can reach us
 at [2][email address].

 

Ngā mihi,

 

Michelle McGuinness

Central Region Information Request Team

Service Delivery

E  [3][email address]
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  Kia ora Barry

 

Please find attached correspondence from Corrections

 

Ngā mihi | Kind regards,

 

Ministerial Services

Department of Corrections, Ara Poutama Aotearoa

a: National Office, Mayfair House, 44-52 The Terrace, Wellington 6011
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        Ministry of Justice
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  Dear Barry

 

Please find attached the Ministry’s response to your OIA request received
 on 30 September 2022.

 

If you have any questions about this response please contact Jo Locke at
 [1][email address]

 

Kind regards,

 

   

Ministerial Relations and Services

Governance and Assurance

Tel +64 4 918 8800

Justice Centre, Aitken Street

[2]www.justice.govt.nz
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