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Edmund Rice Youth Custody Index
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Dear XXXX

You are cordially invited to the public release of our Edmund Rice Youth Custody Index on 26th September 2014, at 10.30 am, in the library at St Thomas of Canterbury College. The Edmund Rice Youth in Custody Index is a collaboration between students, Edmund Rice Justice Trust – Aotearoa and our school. 

We provide you with a copy of the report, ask you keep embargoed till Friday. We students have given up lunch hours, after school activities, scarified sport, to bring you this story of those in custody – it is our gift to the marginalised in the community, their families and our families in the hope for a better future.

The Edmund Rice Youth Custody Index has been prepared, on an extracurricular basis,  by a group of fellow students at St Thomas of Canterbury College. This Youth Custody Index is our contribution to the ongoing debate around the incarceration of young New Zealanders. This index will become an annualised feature of the college year.  

Our aim is to provide the public of New Zealand with a regular insight into the youth  in custody statistics and provide an insight into the lives they lead while in custody.

We seek to inform public debate in the spirit of Blessed Edmund Rice;  friend of the poor and marginalised  in society. 

We would appreciate your attendance at the release of our Youth Custody Index to show support for our aim to be a voice for the voiceless, and to help those on the margins of our society.

It is regrettable we will need to make reference to the Ombudsman deciding to investigate our complaints against the following agencies, due to a refusal to answer, public service administrative mistake,  or lack of collected information. At first instance we sought information  via request under the Official Information Act (1982). All information was sought in April of 2014. 

The agencies are: 

1. The New Zealand Commissioner of Police (for the non-provision of information relating to the cost per night of holding youths in police custody).
1. The Central Regional Health School (a failure to answer specific questions including an inability to provide attendance figures for the past three years – within the context of a custodial environment). Subsequently the Ministry of Education has provided this information – but the intimal lack of information, accountability and respect for openness and legislation underpinning a civil society is highly significant).
1. The Ministry of Education  – for failure to transfer questions in an appropriate manner, the transference of a core educational questions  to an entity which could not respond and falls outside the ambit of the Official Information Act.  


The New Zealand Qualifications Authority, in a letter dated 11th September 2014, has requested an extension to provide literacy and numeracy rates for youth  in custody:  at various custodial  facilities for the past three years. There is a ‘need to search through a large quantity  of information, and carry out consultations necessary to make a decision relating to the release of information,  without unreasonably interfering with the operation of NZQA’. We believe this information should be readily available  and is in the public interest and question why this information is not pulled together to inform  decision making and public debate. 

Morning  tea will be available  at the end of our presentation along with a copy of our index.

Please rsvp when convenient: James.Beattie@stc.school.nz and/or Mary Lewis, College Secretary, mlewis@stc.school.nz.



James Beattie (Year 13) 
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