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Agree / Disagree 

c EITHER 
Agree that per decisions taken in November 2021 in response to the Afghanistan crisis, 
places for Afghan refugees will be set aside from 2023/24 [CBC-21-MIN-0122 refers], and 
will begin with an annual allocation of 200 places, increasing to 250 places in 2024/25  

Agree / Disagree 

OR 
d Agree that given UNHCR is seeking to refer Afghan refugees from 2022/23, to propose that 

the places allocated for Afghan refugees begins in 2022/23 so that 200 places are allocated 
in the first of the three years of the Refugee Quota Programme, increasing to 250 in 2023/24 
and to 300 in 2024/25 

Agree / Disagree 

e Note that as per decisions taken at Cabinet this week, up to 150 places annually will be set 
aside within the three-year Refugee Quota Programme to resettle refugees subject to 
Australia’s offshore processing legislation 

Noted 

f Agree to recommend increasing the number of places for urgent/emergency refugee 
resettlement from up to 35 to up to 100 annually 

Agree / Disagree 

g Agree that no changes are required to the number of annual places allocated to large-scale 
refugee crisis situations, women at risk, and medical/disabled subcategories 

Agree / Disagree 

h Agree to the removal of the limited places within the medical/disabled subcategory allocated 
to HIV/AIDs given these conditions have been removed from Immigration New Zealand’s 
(INZ’s) list of conditions deemed to impose significant costs and/or demands on New 
Zealand’s health service (so a limit is no longer appropriate) 

Noted 

i Note that officials will not be progressing work on the potential to bring in unaccompanied 
refugee minors under the Refugee Quota Programme 

Noted 

j Forward this briefing to the Minister of Foreign Affairs for her information.  
Agree / Disagree 

 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Craig 
Manager, Immigration (Skills and Residence) 
Policy 
Labour, Science and Enterprise, MBIE 

25/02/2022 

 
 
 
 
 
Hon Kris Faafoi 
Minister of Immigration 

..... / ...... / ...... 

Africa 20 
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18. It is envisaged that places for Afghan refugees will be set aside for three years, after which 
Afghan refugees could be resettled under general category provisions. 

Refugee resettlement offer to Australia 
19. From 2014, Cabinet has set aside 150 places per year under the quota to resettle refugees 

who have been subject to Australia’s offshore processing legislation. Australia is now 
seeking resettlement of these individuals and decisions were taken at Cabinet on 21 
February 2022 regarding the parameters of the offer [CAB-22-MIN-0031]. 

20. Cabinet has agreed to resettle these individuals subject to UNHCR referral and the 
development of satisfactory arrangements with Australia. The 150 places per year under the 
offer will be ringfenced for three years and then absorbed into the overall quota programme. 

21. Cabinet agreed that those resettled under this offer will have the same access to family 
reunification as other refugees, meaning that any immediate family not being resettled at the 
same time as the primary refugee (due to being located in their home country or another third 
country) will be able to be resettled in New Zealand under the general protection places. 
These family members will not be subject to the time limits on the 150 places. If at any point 
the number of people resettled is less than 150, any immediate family resettled in that year 
will count towards the 150. 

22. Any of the reserved places left unused by those eligible under the offer and their immediate 
family will be reallocated to the pool of general protection places. 

Urgent/emergency resettlement 
23. The urgent/emergency resettlement subcategory provides for submissions from any location, 

based on a person’s acute vulnerabilities and/or specific protection needs. This subcategory 
allows New Zealand to support UNHCR in responding quickly to unforeseen and 
exceptionally compelling situations including providing solutions for refugees with imminent 
protection needs, or for other reasons such as serious medical needs requiring life-saving 
intervention. 

24. Despite the challenges posed by COVID-19, New Zealand has demonstrated capacity to 
resettle refugees referred by the UNHCR as urgent and emergency cases. UNHCR has 
recommended that New Zealand increases the allocation of places under the urgent 
resettlement subcategory, which will assist UNHCR as urgent resettlement cases arise. We 
therefore recommend increasing the number of places available from up to 35 to up to 100 
per year. 

Medical conditions and disabilities 
25. The subcategory for medical conditions and disabilities allows New Zealand to resettle 

individuals with acute medical and disability needs and aligns with New Zealand’s 
humanitarian priorities. We propose maintaining the number of places within the medical 
conditions and disabilities subcategory but removing the allocation for refugees with HIV or 
AIDS. HIV and AIDS are no longer considered to impose significant costs or demands on the 
New Zealand health system, therefore, the rationale for restricting the number of refugees 
with HIV or AIDS in a particular financial year no longer exists. 

Women at risk 
26. This subcategory exists to protect women who are particularly vulnerable, including those 

who are unaccompanied, pregnant, heads of household, disabled, or elderly. These women 
are generally in need of additional protection from, for example, abduction, sexual abuse or 
sexual exploitation. The number of places allocated to women at risk was doubled from at 
least 75 places to at least 150 places when the overall quota was increased from 1000 to 
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1500 places. We propose maintaining the same number of places allocated to the women at 
risk subcategory.  

Large-scale crisis situation 
27. The allocation for large-scale crisis situations allows flexibility for the New Zealand 

Government to respond to situations as they arise. Places available under this subcategory 
were doubled from 100 (+/- 10%) to 200 (+/- 10%) when the overall quota was increased 
from 1000 to 1500 places. We propose that the number allocated to this subcategory 
remains the same.  

28. Officials from the Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment and MFAT will provide 
you and the Minister of Foreign Affairs advice after the quota has been set on the use of the 
large-scale crisis places in 2022/23, following further discussions with UNHCR on current 
global priorities. 

General protection places, including family reunification 
29. The remainder of places under the quota allow UNHCR to refer individuals based on their 

general protection needs within New Zealand’s regional priorities. They also allow immediate 
family members of quota refugees to be resettled in New Zealand. 

Unaccompanied refugee minors 
30. The previous three-year Refugee Quota Programme Cabinet paper noted that officials could 

conduct further work on the viability of resettling unaccompanied refugee minors. Owing to 
COVID-19 and other priorities, this work was unable to be progressed. We do not consider 
that the work programme and available resourcing allows for any work to be undertaken on 
this difficult matter. 

Next steps 
31. Once we receive your feedback on this briefing, officials will prepare a draft Cabinet paper for 

Ministerial consultation which you will receive in the week of 7 March, for consideration at a 
Cabinet committee (DEV or ERS) in the week of 28 March.   
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