9 August 2012
Mr Alex Harris
Email: fyi-request-193-257ab687@requests.fyi.org.nz 
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Dear Mr Harris, 
REPONSE TO OFFICIAL INFORMATION REQUEST – DOES THE WAITAKI DISTRICT COUNCIL OPEN ITS COUNCIL MEETINGS WITH A PRAYER –
Thank you for question under the Local Government Official Information Meetings Act (1987) whether “Waitaki District Council opens its Council meetings with a prayer”. In response:
1. The Mayor currently opens Council meetings with a prayer. 
2. The Mayor does not use a specific or written prayer. We are therefore unable to provide you with either a copy of the standard prayer or examples of prayers used. 
3. We believe this practice commenced with the first Mayor of the Waitaki District, Mayor Denny in 1989. This practice has been continued by subsequent Mayors since. 
4. Council has not considered abolishing this process in the wake of the Whanganui decision.
5. Council has not prepared (or holds) any advice on the compatibility of the prayer with the Human Rights Act 1992 and Bill of Rights Act 1990

Regards 


Fraser Liggett 
Waitaki District Council Policy Manager 

Cc: Linda Gould, Records and Administration Officer
