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Ahamed Aathil Mohamed Samsudeen aspires to join ISIL;
considers an attack in New Zealand

Summary

1. (S) On 29 June 2018, New Zealand permanent resident Ahamed Aathil Mohamed
Samsudeen was released from prison on bail. Mohamed Samsudeen pleaded guilty to
reduced charges of possessing restricted material, and awaits sentencing on
7 August 2018,

(S NZEO) NZSIS assesses Mohamed Samsudeen almost certainly continues to adhere to
an extreme Islamist ideology and aspires to travel offshore to participate in militant

jihad. SGREEEY
3. (S NZEO) If he is unable to travel, NZSIS assesses Mohamed Samsudeen is highly likely
considering an ideologically motivated act of violence in New Zealand. EEICEGNGN

4]

4. (S) This assessment is based on intelligence as at 31 July 2018.

Report Detail

s6(a): classification

Background

5. (R NZEQ) On 19 May 2017, Ahamed Aathil Mohamed Samsudeen (DPOB: 16 April 1989,
Sri Lanka) was arrested by New Zealand Police (Police) at Auckland International Airport
whilst attempting to depart New Zealand. NZSIS assessed Mohamed Samsudeen
intended to travel to Syria, via Malaysia, to engage in militant jihad alongside the
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Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). Mohamed Samsudeen was charged with
numerous offenses’, including nine charges of knowingly distributing objectionable
material of an extreme Islamist nature.

—

R NZEO) On 27 June 2018, the nine objectionable material charges laid against
Mohamed Samsudeen were reduced to two charges of possessing restricted
publications®. On 29 June 2018, Mohamed Samsudeen pleaded guilty to the reduced
charges of supplying restricted publications, using a document for pecuniary
advantage, and failing to assist Police exercising a search power. He was later released
on bail subject to a number of conditions’, EJEN

(R NZEO) Mohamed Samsudeen's sentencing hearing is scheduled for 7 August 2018 at
the Auckland High Court and it is highly likely he will not serve any further time in
custody due to time already served,

Mohamed Samsudeen’s continued adherence to an extreme Islamist ideology

2

[72]

10.

6]

[\
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S NZEO) Intelligence indicates Mohamed Samsudeen almost certainly continues to

adhere to an extreme Islamist ideology and is highly likely supportive of ISIL. ESIEY

Mohamed Samsudeen has posted images on Facebook depicting ISIL-related quotes
and martyrdom and made comments supportive of extreme Islamist scholars,

organisations and teachings
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Mohamed Samsudeen’s travel aspirations

1
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S NZEO) Reporting from mid-July 2018, indicates Mohamed Samsudeen likely does not
fully understand the impact of his criminal convictions on his ability to trave
internationally. For example, when informed by his probation officer of the possible

release condition requiring him to notify his probation officer of any travel plans, he
was reportedly taken aback and said 'so | am not a free man'. If no travel restrictions are
imposed, NZSIS assesses Mohamed Samsudeen is more likely to attempt to depart

New Zealand than to undertake an attack in New Zealand.

s6(a)

Mohamed Samsudeen demonstrates increasing security awareness

)

P

Sls6(a): NZSIS is also aware of Mohamed Samsudeen attempting to identif

. ESIEYREEEITENTOE (ntelligence indicates Mohamed Samsudeen believes he is being

monitored by Police and would continue to be under surveillance until his sentencing
hearing (7 August 2018). Eslel

S~

(Police) surveillance. SJEN
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militant  jihad, terrorist attacks and ISIL propaganda NZSIS assesses

Mohamed Samsudeen highly likely believes dying a martyr is the most dedicated way

he can demonstrate support for his extreme Islamist ideology.

29. (S NZEQ) Although reporting suggests Mohamed Samsudeen has not yet committed to
a course of action, NZSIS continues to assess he highly likely remains intent on leaving
New Zealand for the purpose of engaging in militant jihad alongside a terrorist entity.
However, NZSIS assesses Mohamed Samsudeen is highly unlikely to be able to travel

legally without the assistance of the New Zealand Government in the near term.
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(S NZEO) NZSIS assesses Mohamed Samsudeen'’s sentencing date is highly likely to be a
key point in his decision making. If Mohamed Samsudeen is prevented or otherwise
unable to travel, NZSIS assesses he will highly likely consider undertaking an
ideologically motivated act of violence in New Zealand as an alternative means of

expressing his extreme Islamist ideology. EGINEEIPIEINEEIEY

R R (A AR e R R

assesses Mohamed Samsudeen could mobilise and/or commit an opportunistic act of
violence with little or no warning.

(S) NZSIS is working closely with New Zealand Police and continues to investigate
Mohamed Samsudeen’s activities of security concern as a priority.

References
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1.

4.

(R) Mohamed Samsudeen’s original charges were as follows:

a. Nine charges of knowingly distributing objectionable material under the Films,
Videos and Publications Classification Act 1993 (subsequently reduced to two
charges);

b. One charge of possession of an offensive weapon (subsequently dropped);
c. One charge of failing to assist in the exercise of a search power; and

d. Two charges of using a document for pecuniary advantage (subsequently
reduced to one charge).
(R) The Office of Film and Literature Classification (OFLC) Review Board determined that
the objectionable material Mohamed Samsudeen was charged with distributing was
classified as ‘objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to
persons who have attained the age of 18 years'.

(R) Mchamed Samsudeen is subject to the following release conditions:

b. allow Police to check any electronic devices in his possession and surrender this
within 24 hours of the request;

c. operate only one Facebook page in a public setting which has to be declared to
Police;
d. attend any interviews required for the purposes of preparing a pre-sentence or

psychiatric report;
e. surrender his Sri Lankan passport to Police; and

f. tonotapply for any travel documents.
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NZSIS Contact: Intelligence Publications Manager SSIE
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DPMC Chief Executive

DPMC Foreign Policy Advisor

DPMC Directors

NZDF CDF

GCSB Director-General

GCSB Counter Terrorism Team

NZ Paolice Commissioner

NZ Paolice Security and Threats Group

MFAT Chief Executive

MOD Chief Executive and Secretary of Defence
DIA Chief Executive

MBIE Chief Executive and General Manager
MBIE - MIU Deputy Chief Executive

Ministry of Justice Chief Executive and Secretary for justice
NZ Customs Service Chief Executive and Comptroller of Customs
Department of Corrections National Intelligence Unit
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HANDLING AND SECURITY INSTRUCTIONS

GENERAL

is report is issued for intelligence purposes only, and remains the property of NZSIS. No action may be taken on this

nce without prior reference to the originator. This intelligence MAY NOT be used evidentially

eport MAY NOT be distributed to, nor may its contents be discussed with any person who is not authorised to read SIR
eports at the appropriate level (SECRET or TOP SECRET), unless the consent of the originator has first been obtained. It also MAY

OTl sed to other Departments, but the originator will cons ler promptly any request for additions to the distribution
USE IN SUMMARIES AND REVIEWS
SIR reports which are NOT marked '‘DELICATE SOURCE or ‘ORCON may be used in the mpilation of intelligence summaries and
iews provided
1 he passages incorporated are not used verbatim, but thoroughly paraphrased
the inclusion of SIR material is acknowledged by the use of the introduction ‘According to secret reparting r imilar
ormula
immaries and reviews incorporating SIR material receive the same security grading and are subject to substantially the
same handling restrictions as the original SIR report

LIAISON REPORT

This source description indicates that the report has been obtained from a liaison intelligenc rity service, No

independent description of the source, or estimate of its reliability, can normally be giver ports fi jaison services. Wher

) [Ia1son service [tself gives such information, it will be repr oduced

he gist of a liaison report, when not marked 'DELICATE SOURCE' or ‘ORCON’, may be incorporated into an intelligence summary

or review, but verbatim quotation is not permissible and the text MUST NOT reveal, even by implication, which liaison service
provided the intelligence. Liaison reports are made available to us on the understanding that they are not passed on to national

third countrie t follows that the contents of a SIR report from liaison MUST NOT be divulged to other than New Zealand
nationals, unless clearance to the contrary has been obtained through the originator fre he liaison service concerned. Any
such clearance which has been granted wil ippear prominently on eact page of the report

EXTRACTING AND COPYING

If the originator has agreed that a Department may extract or copy SIR material for collation fil he files concerned MUST b
orded the same protection in all respects as the original materi Each extract must show clearly the reference number, dati

aind security grading of the original report, together with all caveats and handling 1 ictions. Requests for additional clean

opies of SIR reports may be addressed to the originator. In addition to the above, this matenal may be incorporated into

| ic systems so long as those systems are accredited at the appropriate level (SECRE r TOP SECRET) and fully protect
1st unauthorised

ATTACHMENTS

hatographs, plans, sketches and tables attached to SIR reports MAY NOT be reproduced without the consent of the origi

FISA

Any material marked as FISA is subject to additional restrictions an its use. Please contact STV fo- furthe

quiries in this
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