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Andrew Ecclestone
fyi-request-10553-96376640@requests.fyi.org.nz

Our ref: OIA 75977
Dear Mr Ecclestone
Official Information Act request: Review of the Official Information Act 1982

Thank you for your correspondence of 18 June 2019 requesting, under the Official Information
Act 1982 (the Act), information on the review of the Act. You specifically requested:

‘(i) a copy of all the submissions made to the Ministry of Justice in response to its
consultation on whether to advise the Minister of Justice to initiate a review of the Official
Information Act, where the submitter did not request that their submission not be
published; and

(i) a copy of the records made by Ministry officials of their meetings with any person
(external to the Ministry) that they interviewed or met with in the context of this
consultation; and

(iii) the names and organisational affiliation (if any) of any submitters that requested
confidentiality for their submissions; and

(iv) any project plan or other information describing the Ministry’s intentions for
organisation and delivery of commitment 7 in the New Zealand Open Government
Partnership National Action Plan for 2018-20 (htip.//www.ogp.org.nz/new-zealands-
plan/third-national-action-plan-2018-2020/), and

(v) a copy of all unpublished progress reports to senior officials and/or Ministers and/or the
State Services Commission on progress with delivery of commitment 7, and

(vi) information which explains why the consultation exercise on commitment 7, conducted
between March and April 2019 is not listed on the Ministry's web pages for previous
(https://www justice.govt.nz/justice-sector-policy/have-your-say/previous-consultations/) or
closed
(https://consultations.justice.govt.nz/consultation_finder/?sort_on=iconsultable_enddate&s
ort_order=descending&advanced=18&st=closed#cs-finder-results-container) consultations,
and

(vii) a copy of any Ministry policy on proactive publication of information (in reference to
this SSC guidance on proactive publication which 'encourages' agencies to create such a
policy - https://iwww.ssc.govt.nz/sites/all/file s/oia-proactive-release-dec2017.pdf ).”




Annexed to this letter is a table outlining the documents that are being provided to you. This
includes copies of all submissions and records made from interviews, as requested. No
individuals requested confidentiality for their submissions, so all submissions have been
provided. As you will see in the table, some information has been withheld under section 9(2)(a),
to protect the privacy of individuals. | am satisfied that there are no other public interest
considerations that render it desirable to make the information withheld under section 9 available.

| have also provided the stakeholder engagement plan, which describes the Ministry’s intention to
undertake targeted engagement to inform a decision on whether to progress a formal review of
the Act. It details how this specifically relates to the Open Government Partnership Commitment.
While consultation was taking place, information was available on the Ministry's website at:
https://consultations.justice.govt.nz/policy/access-to-official-information/. If a formal review of the
Act is undertaken, wider public consultation will take place and will include promotion through the
Ministry’s website.

There have been two progress reports that reference the Open Government Partnership
Commitment. Copies of these reports are provided.

The Ministry’s Official Information Act Policy includes a section on the proactive publication of
responses. A copy of this policy is included in the documents being provided to you.

The documents are being provided in a text-searchable PDF format, as requested. While you
noted that there is no legal requirement for the Ministry to watermark documents released under
the Act, the Ministry’s usual practice is to watermark information being released so that it is clear
the information has been authorised for release. This is consistent with the State Services
Commission’s guidance for processing an Official Information Act request.

If you are not satisfied with my response to your request, you have the right to complain to the
Office of the Ombudsman under section 28(3) of the Act. Any complaints must be in writing. The
contact details for the Office of the Ombudsman are info@ombudsman.parliament.nz, or:

Office of the Ombudsman
PO Box 10152
Wellington

Yours sincerely

éJJ %@ﬁ

Caroline Greaney
General Manager, Civil and Constitutional, Policy
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