Office of the Prime Minister

Prime Minister

Minister for Arts, Culture & Heritage Minister for Child Poverty Reduction
Minister for National Security & Intelligence

06 AUG 2019

Hamish Price
fyi-request-10475-65052139@requests.fyi.org.nz

Ref: PMO 134-2019
Dear Hamish Price

Official Information Act request for all correspondence between the Prime Minister or
her Office and Justin Lester

Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) request, received on 6 June 2019.
You requested:

“...I request all text messages, emails, and other written correspondence between you
and Justin Lester, and your office and Justin Lester, sent or received between your
swearing in as minister and today...”

| extended the timeframe on your request under section 15(1) of the Act, as your request

required a search through a large amount of information, and also because consultations were
needed before making a decision.

Information being released

Please find enclosed the following documents:

Item | Date Document Description

1. 27 November 2017 | Email — Correspondence from Mayor Justin Lester to Right
Honourable Jacinda Ardern

2. 30 November 2017 | Email — FW: NZ Festival: Te Puni Kokiri application

3. 28 June 2018 Congratulations card and reply

4, 6 November 2018 Screen shot of text message

5. 1 May 2019 Email - MIN for noting - United Nations Educational

Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) City of Film

I have decided to release the documents listed above, subject to information being withheld
under section 9(2)(a) of the Act, to protect the privacy of individuals.

During the period of time covered by your request, there have been substantial staffing
changes within the offices supporting Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern, both as Prime Minister and as
the Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage. Any information within the scope of your request
that may have been communications with former staff members are no longer held by this

+64 4 817 8700 E Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand j.ardern@ministers.govt.nz beehive.govt.nz



office because it is not the type of information that is required to be retained under the Public
Records Act 2005.

In making my decision, | have considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) of
the Act.

You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision under section
28(3) of the Act.

Yours sincerely
/@
Raj Nahna

Chief of Staff




From:
Sent: Monday, 27 November 2017 2:26 PM

To: Rt. Hon Jacinda Ardern <Jacinda.Ardern@parliament.govt.nz>
Cc: Hon Grant Robertson <Grant.Robertson@parliament.govt.nz>; Hon Kelvin D
<Kelvin.Davis@parliament.govt.nz>; Hon Phil Twyford <Philip.Twyford@parli
<Nanaia.Mahuta@parliament.govt.nz>; Hon Jenny Salesa <Jenny.Salesa
<Pau! Eagle@ parliament.govt.nz>; Greg O'Connor <greg. oconnor@par|

On Behalf Of Justin t\@

ent govt.nz>; Paul Eagle
.eovt.nz>

Subject' Correspondence from Mayor Justin Lester to Right Ho x acinda Ardern
Dear Prime Minister \0
On behalf of Mayor Justin Lester, please find attach@spondence.

Warm regards

Nga mihi maioha, ‘\Q
R X\

Correspondence and Social Med -_

oordinator | Office of the Mayor | Wellington City Council
The information.cé
If you are nc&

%
%)

gined in this email is privileged and confidential and intended for the addressee only.

@vt nz>; Hon Nanaia Mahuta

tended recipient, you are asked to respect that confidentiality and not disclose, copy or make use of it:




Absolutely Positively
Wellington City Council

27 November 2017 Me Heke Ki Pdneke

Right Honourable Jacinda Ardern
Prime Minister -.F’DTﬂ
Executive Wing o 74
Parliament Buildings 'a Q“L)
Private Bag By \D

¥ &F
WELLINGTON 6011 %\

Dear Prime Minister LW
BRIEFING TO THE GOVERNMENT

On behalf of Wellington City Council and the people of Wellington, congratula‘t@;s on your success
in the recent election. /)

1.\‘“,/
I'am proud to present our briefing to the government. This briefing q\t‘q\iy provides you with a
high level summary of our work to build the world’s most Iweahl{’fy ‘but sets out our aspirations
for a loveable city.

Wellington, like much of New Zealand, is bursting with*q\gb\'lumtles but, again like the rest of the
country, also faces challenges. In presenting this bpeﬁﬁ? ur intention is to share some of the
exciting opportunities with you.This council has beéh &lécted to deliver against an ambitious
programme that secures the recent growth w?_- enenced creates an economy that works for
everyone and pre-empts the challenges Br %*as been seen to create elsewhere. We are working
hard to achieve this on behalf of Wellmgt %a&rbs and all New Zealanders.

developed programmes that to go. We want to partner with you to make the Wellington

region a success for central N'&gd aland.
7
.

Our three top priorities are housin%ﬁ nsport and the proposed movie museum, and we have

Wellington City Coury! ?f,és%’plan to become New Zealand's most ‘can-do’ local authority. This
briefing shows that e\ re already making good on this, and that there is much more we can achieve
working togeth VAL a change in government comes an opportunity for us to work with you to
create a platfor at cements Wellington as a liveable and loveable city. | will work with you to
help solv&_{hégbrﬂblems Wellington - and New Zealand - faces.

v
In the{ I'have had four meetings a year with the Prime Minister and | am hopeful we ve can
ifiye tt thl_pohcy if it suits, could your office email my Senior EA, 39(2}(5)

Ito set up a schedule of meetings.

Justin Lester
Mayor of Wellington

Wellington City Council Level 4, 101 Wakefield Street Phone +64 4 8013102
PO Box 2199, Fax +64 4 801 3033
Wellington 6140, mayor@wcc.govt.nz

New Zealand Wellington.govt.nz
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Wellington City Council
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From: 59(2)(a)!

To: 89(2)(a)
Subject: FW: NZ Festival: Te Puni Kokiri application
Date: Thursday, 30 November 2017 8:51:30 AM

Attachments: imaoe001.ipg

—— - - — = d 3 | #
From: Justin Lester [mailto:mayor@wcc.govt.nz] f‘“‘k(j’ v
Sent: Thursday, 30 November 2017 8:46 AM B
To: Hon Nanaia Mahuta N+
Cc: Rt. Hon Jacinda Ardern; Hon Grant Robertson L >
Subject: NZ Festival: Te Puni Kokiri application ~ =

t k;)

Morena Nanaia \V

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me a few weeks ago on Local G@s)@r‘ﬁment
issues in Wellington.

Separately, | wanted to write to you as the Minister for Maori Dev1
responsibitly for Te Puni Kokiri. f"\'

I'm a Board Member on the NZ Festival: hnp_s,ﬁmm_,_f_e_iﬂ_\{_@‘ﬂd

The Festival, New Zealand's premiere Arts Festlval?s\ag}g place from 23 February — 18
March 2018.

° {\6;\\

The S|gnature event in this year's festlval lS ﬁ?&{é’ﬁa Odyssey:

The Waka Odyssey event is about/ § Z’ealand awakening its voyaging past, our place
in the Pacific today and a way to a er future.

The Festival has applied fonmooo to Te Puni Kokiri for funding support to allow the
event to proceed. | wouldlﬁ‘»t,{gsually write to follow up about the application, but the
Festival Directors havelbecome very nervous. Could you please advise if there any
issues with the app{a,

Wellington CIt){fCQUﬁCII is the major sponsor of the Festival and is contributing $400,000
this year tC\\f\} Odyssey and approximately $1.7m to the Festival programme.

I've ec’ Jacinda Ardern as the Minister for Arts Culture and Heritage and Assoc.
Mm@ Grant Robertson.
\f?

’Qbank you for your time.
.-

A/
;—}Q%)Nga mihi

o & )
N

Justin
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contents.
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fA142456

28 June 2018 ?'

Justin, Liz, S9@)@)T T | ooy OQ
¢/- Mayor Justin Lester \\)
101 Wakefield Street (b,

WELLINGTON ‘6\

Dear Justin, Liz, S9(2J@)"

Thank you so much for your card congratulati \a and Clarke on the birth of their
baby daughter, Neve. " c;"'\

I will pass it to the Prime Minister an she will appreciate your very kind thoughts.

Best wishes @
D\

S92)@ be’
Corresponden @anager
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Messagd
Tue, 6 Nov, 8 59 AM

Thanks for your call. In sum:

1. The Karori community will be
disappointed to lose access ta
community facilities

2. Heritage advocates would
strongly prefer the retention of
the bulldings

Belanced by:

3. The Karori community will
still have the bestrange of
community facilities of any
suburb in Wellington.

4. The heritage listing wasn‘t
previously sought before the
sale, nor was it listed under the
district plan as a heritage site.




From: __CZ. b =2 _.__]

To: Mimsxgnal_and_clamsm
Cc:
Subject: MIN for noting - United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) City of Film
Attachments: imageQ01.ipg
image002 jpg
24042019160230-0001.pdf

MIN for noting please. This may generate action in the future, but we are awaiting an update

from Mayor Lester.
ﬁz\’
O

Cheers ?}
592 =

| Private Secretary - Arts, Culture and Heritage Q

Hi there, %(1/
"D

Ofﬂce of Rt i-_lon Jacmda Ardern |M|n|ster for Arts Culture and Herltage
59(2)(a)! = SRS *!g\

From: SS@E)T ‘(Q
N
O

Sent: Wednesday, 1 May 2019 11:54 AM

To: 'mayor@wcc.govt.nz' <mayor@wcc.govt.nz>

Subject: RE: United Nations Educational Scientific and C@rgamsatlon (UNESCO) City of
Film

Kia ora Mayor Lester, C}:b

On behalf of Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern, Mjpi l‘} . "x r Arts, Culture and Heritage, thank you for your
letter of 24 April regarding Wellingto I|cat|on to become an UNESCO City of Film.

Your letter will be provided t% ister for her information.

/"

We look forward to recei\& g an update in due course.

%,

Kind regards

s92E) \}Q\

: 5 * | Private Secretary - Arts, Culture and Heritage
Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern |Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage

LP

Q}' From: Justin Lester [mailto:mayor@wcc.govt.nz]
Sent: Tuesday, 30 April 2019 1:20 PM

To: Rt. Hon Jacinda Ardern <Jacinda.Ardern@parliament.govt.nz>
Subject: United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) City of Film

Kia ora Prime Minister

Please see the attached for your information.



Nga mihi
Justin

Justin Lester
Mayor of Wellington | Wellington City Council

E mayor@wee.govtnz | W wellington.aovt.nz |E| E’

The information contained in this email is privileged and confidential and intended for the addressee only. If you are not the intended recipient,
you are asked to respect that confidentiality and not disclose, copy or make use of its contents. If received in error you are asked to destroy this
email and contact the sender immediately. Your assistance is appreciated.

SV
N\



Absolutely Positively
Wellington City Council

24 April 2019 Me Heke Ki Péneke

Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern

Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage
Prime Minister

Parliament Buildings
jacinda.ardern@parliament.govt.nz

Dear Prime Minister V=

United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation {UNESCO) City of F_i_lni_\;_. 5
I am writing to inform you of an initiative which is well under way for Wélhngton our Council is
working with our screen industry and cultural sector partners across the vs’hder Welhngton region to
submit an application to become a United Nations Educational Scuentﬁlc and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) City of Film. If successful, Wellington will join Dunedin, as Néw Zealand’s City of Literature,
and Auckland, as our City of Music, to become one of over 180 citge&world -wide that are members of
UNESCO’s Creative Cities Network.

Wellington is a city of film-makers and film-lovers. MBn?Jllm producers, directors and crew have
made our city their home while developing and usmg»the,ff skills across New Zealand and offshore. In
1941, the National Film Unit was established’in" Wélhngton and soon after, the Pacific Film Unit
kickstarted an independent feature film mdustm n 1975, Avalon became a prime studio facility for
New Zealand produced television and ﬁlm
Wellington continued to nurture the| seetor though the renaissance of NZ feature films in the 1970s
and 1980s, the international actiamx "of the 1990s and more recently in riding a ‘digital wave’ as
commercials, domestic and mtematlonal films have been attracted to the city, along with associated
businesses providing techmc‘a[ support digital expertise, goods and services, and tourism.

‘_*\ /
Our screen and dlgltal segtor is now crucial to our regional economy, generating just on $705M pa and
2,500 jobs in 2017, \SpE’tlflcaIIy, Wellington is New Zealand’s top earner for post-production ($449M in
2017). i NI

Victoria 'Uhitiefsity, Massey University’s College of Creative Arts and Te Auaha continue to grow their

partrlersh:ps in the city, and with the industry in Miramar, providing study and practice in the creative

aqd ’cechmcal domains so critical to the new careers in screen, media, gaming and technical research.
-"'Capital E is also partnering with schools and the industry to deliver curriculum-linked screen, audio
.and digital experiences that ‘ignite and fuel the creative spark’ to support children and young people

H N T;;,-" become ‘confident, capable, creative citizens’ of the future.

Further north, Maoriland in Otaki is providing an impetus to Maori film-making, fostering rangatahi
creative skiils, host of an annual week-long Festival of Maori, Pacific and international film and new
media and linking with indigenous film-makers world-wide.

Wellington City Council Level 4, 101 Wakefield Street Phone +64 4 801 3102
PO Box 2199, Fax +64 4 8013033
Wellington 6140, mayor@wcc.govi.nz

New Zealand Wellington.govt.nz




Our city also hosts screen organisations with a national reach: the New Zealand Film Commission, Nga
Taonga Sound and Vision and the NZ International Film Festivals Trust. We partner with the
diplomatic community to present country specific film festivals both in Wellington and nationwide.
We work with the cultural sector to add a screen dimension to many arts events, festivals and other
occasions.

Achieving UNESCO City of Film status will acknowledge and celebrate the integral part that screen
plays both in our economy and the pulse of our city’s creative heart, but we have much to learn and {
much to share. Becoming a City of Film will provide an impetus to step up our efforts, to build on ours
strong vibrant screen platform within the city and, through the Creative Cities Network, to extend our
engagement internationally, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region. &

Late last year we consulted the UNESCO National Commission in New Zealand about the viability of
our proposal and received a positive and helpful response. Applications are now open wnth a due date
of 30 June.

As part of that process we have been asked to present a near final draft ta ,th_e :Nétional Commission
for consideration at its 8 May meeting. Our submission will include ietters of endorsement from
partners and stakeholders. Should our submission receive endorsereht by the UNESCO National
Commission in NZ, we would like to request a supporting Ietter from your office to accompany our
application. :

We are currently talking with the National Commission-‘about—' the protocols that would need to be
managed for that to occur. | will keep you informed of ¢hejeutcome of that discussion.

Yours sincerely

Justin Lester
Mayor of Wellm,gton

cc: ~ Hap/Grant Robertson, Associate Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage
gl Hon Carmel Sepuloni, Associate Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage
" Hon Jenny Salesa, Associate Minister of Education



